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Dear Governor R0ckefe11er" - DR Reading
‘ ' GErtter (DR-3797)
, I appreciate the concern you have expressed in your letter of
\ October 8, 1971, over the question of availability of Consolidated
: Edison's Ind1an Po1nt Unit 2 to help meet the expected peak demand
. for electric1ty in New York City next summer. _

The Federal Power Commission has furnished us information on the

impact of delays in nuclear plant availability which lists New York

State among Several areas expected to face serious power supply
. problems over the next 18 months.

We have accorded the highest priority to the process1ng of operating
license applications for several nuclear un1ts, including Indian

Point Unit 2. This application, as you know, is presently in hearing
before an Atomic Safety and Licensing Board. As an interim measure,-
as authorized by the Board, the AEC issued a license to Consolidated
Edison on October 19, 1971, which permits fuel loading and subcritical
'testlng of the reactor during the period of the ongoing environmental
review required by our regulations implementing the National Environ-
mental Policy Act (NEPA). The regulations also provide, under certain
circumstances, for authorization of limited operation of a power
-reactor up to 20 percent of full power while the MEPA review is in
progress. In addition, in emergenty situations or other circumstances
where the public interest so requires, the Commission may authorize
operat1on beyond 20 percent of full power.

- In reference to your letter, I can assure you that the Comm1551on is
~making every effort to minimize procedural delays in these priority
cases, cons1stent with carrying out our HEPA responsib1lities.

Sincere]y,
igned) L
'§§m§§ n, Schlesingo?
8110310054 71 , o |
PDR ADOCK 0506832;) . Chairman | COPYSentpDR
: -~ //"5"7/,047')
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Dear Governor Rockefeller , ' . G. Ertter (DR-3797)
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1 appreciate the concern you have expressed in your letter of
October 8 over the question of availability of Consolidated
Edison's Indian Point Unit 2 to help meet the expected peak demand
for electricity 1n New York City next summer. // :

The Federal Power Commission has furnished us’ 1nformat10n on ‘the
impact of delays in nuclear plant ava11abil1ty which lists New
York State among severa1 areas "expected to face serious power
supply problems over the next 18 months.
We have accorded the highest pr1or1ty to the process1ng of operating
license applications for several nucIear units, including Indian
Point Unit 2. This application, .85 you know, is presently in hear-
ing before an Atomic Safety and; Licensing Board. As an interim
measure, as authorized by the Board ‘the AEC issued a'11 cense to
Consolidated Edison on October 19 which permits fuel lpading-and
subcritical test1ng of the reactor ‘during the period of. the ongoing
environmental review requ1red by our- regu]at1ons 1mplement1ng the
National Environmental Policy Act. (NEPA) The regulations also pro-
vide, under certain circumstances, for. authorization of 11m1ted -
operation of a power reactor up to 20° percent of full power while the
" NEPA review is in progress.. In add1t10n, in emergency. s1tuat1ons or 0
other circumstances where the public:interest so requires, the
Commission may author1ze Operatlon beyond 20 percent of fu]l power.

g

e

In reference to{your letter, I can assure you that the Comm1sswon is
making every- effort to minimize procedural delays in-these pr1ority B
cases, con51stent with carnylng ‘out” our NEPA respons1bil1t1es. L

~ Sincerely, fffi,-‘

,'}%;:g////n | ?hainman
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1 appreciate the concern you have expressed in your Tetter of
‘October 8 over the question of availability of Consolldated
- Edison's Indian Point Unit 2 to help meet the expected peag demand
for e1ectr1c1ty in New York City next summer. :
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The Federal Power Comm1531on has furn:shed u5/1nformat1on on the
impact of delays in nuclear plant availab111ty which lists New

- York State among several areas expected to "face serious power '
supply problems over the next 18 mnnths./’ .

e have accorded the h1ghest pr1or1tyfto the processing of operat1ng
license applications for several nuc1ear un1ts, including Indian
_ Point Unit 2. This application, as you know, is being contested
before ‘an Atomic Safety and L1censxng Board in current hearings
regarding radiological health and safety matters. In an interim
measure, as authorized by the Board the AEC issued a license to
Consolidated Edison on October 19 wh1ch permits fuel loading and
subcritical test1ng of the reactor during the period of the ongo1ng
environmental review required by our re ulations implement1ng the
National Environmental Policy Act’ (NEPA? -The regulations also pro- -
vide, under certain c1rcumstances -for .authorization of Timited
operation of- a power reactor ‘up' to 20} percent of full power while the
. NEPA review is in progress. In addition, in emergency situations or
. other clrcumstances/where the- pub]ic interest so requires, the =
Comm1ssien may auther1ze operat1on beyond 20 percent of fu11 power.

‘In reference tQ/your letter, I can assure you that the Commission is

making every effort to minimize procedura] delays in these priority
- cases, cons1stent with carrying out our NEPA responsib111t1es. ‘

/ | | L Sincerely,
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Ltr to Gov. Rockefeller fm the Chairman replying to ltr of Oct. 8, 1971, concerning
the availability of Consolidated Edison's Indian Point Unit 2 to help meet the
peak demand ‘for electricity in New York City next summer
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October§18, 1971

1. Mr. Hoffmann ' ‘ I
A-2L1. =

May we have your acvﬂce on illlng the

attached letter in the Pub]jc Document

Room? .

Ref: Ltr Gov. Rockefeller to Schlesinger,

10/8/71 -
Docket No. 50-247

| :,éfﬁ
Jeanr? Cook

Dffice of the Director
of Reguletion

2. Jeanne Cook
008 Bethesds !

_:%: Aoproved for: flling'in PDR.

cuwent not to be flled in the PDR.

Ry
Martin R. Hoffmann
General Counsel




