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Dear Mr. Vandivert:

Your letter of Deceber 7, 1965, raises a nm~>er of questions 

coicerauin- tli -oosition of the Atoaic IEnery Lo4isiQo with 

respect to tha protection of fish in the liconsing of ;iuclear 
facilit los.  

As you iu'dicate in your letter, the Coission's respon sibilities 

under the Atomic Ener-y Act for the protection of the public 

health and safety are limited to radiological considerations.  

Thus, only the possible effects of radiation on the marine ecology 

are considered by the Commission in the licensing of nuclear power 

plants.  

In earrying out its responsibilities in this area, the AEC seeks 

the advice of the Fish and Wildlife Service, 0. S. Department 

of Interior. In this regard, I should point out that the appli

cation for an additional nuclear facility at Indian Point, filed" 

by Consolidated Edison Company on December 6, 1965, was transmitted 

to the Fish and Wildlife Service for its review and recommendations 

on December 10, 1965. We understand that, as a matter of routine, 

the Service solicits the coments of appropriate state agencies 

and local sports fisheries and wildlife conservation groups before 

submitting its report to the ABC. In addition to the distribution 

which the Fish and Wildlife Service makes of its report, a copy of 

* the report is included as an appendix in the AL's safety analysis 

which is made a part of the public record and given wide distri

bution prior to the public hearing.  

Of course, there are several other agencies, both federal and state, 

which exercise certain authority over thte non-radiolo-ical aspects 
of the operation of nuclear power plants, such -is the Atomic and 

Space DevelopFent Authority, the Office of Atoiic Developwent of 

the State of .*ew York, and the U. S. federal Power Coiaissiori. You 

may wish to write these age-acies directly concerning their

Your letter also requests information concernin:i intervention in 

the hearings on the proposed new facility at Indian Point. As 

provided in the Atoaic EiCeroy Act, a notice of hoaaring; prescribing' 

the tine in which a pcrsorn maay s!ek to intervene will be issued by 
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the Cornissiox tit least 3o~ ;.iays prior to -any hearing which may be 
conducte&' with resrnect t(' t'his anippiction. I have directed the 
Secretary to send y013 copyo of apy siich noticvv which may be issued.  
An cxpianation of~ the (,orwnion's 1 ,rocc !iircs is -.at forth in the 
enclosed pamiphlet, "Licensing of Power FR.ictors." I am also 
enclosi f'; coi-'ies of -nortineat CoAiimission rpeiulations.  
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questioning the position of AEC i regard to fish 
protective matters, ed requestng last possible date for 
interveution in hearings re P proposed expansion at 
Indian Point.
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