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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT:
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JUN 13 1980

R.H. Vollmer, Director, Division of Engineering 
R.J. Mattson, Director, Division-of Safety Technology 
S.H. Hanauer, Director, Division of Human Factors Safety 
D.F. Ross, Director, Division of Systems Integration 
B.J. Snyder, Program Director, TMI Program Office 
B.K. Grimes, Program Director, Emergency Preparedness 

Program Office 

Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director, Division of Licensing 

OPERATING REACTOR EVENT MEMORANDUM NO. 80- : 
NEARLY SIMULTANEOUS TRIPS OF INDIAN POINT UNITS 2 
AND 3, MAT 19, 1980

PROBLEM

Unit 2 tripped for reasons involving electrical power loss. About 20 
minutes later, Unit 3 tripped for reasons involving electrical power 
loss.  

BACKGROUND 

Unit 2 tripped at 8:25 a.m., Sunday, May 19, 1980 due to operator error.  
He was attempting to parallel two motor-generator sets (that were 
associated with the rod control system) when one of the MG sets had 
not yet been started. Unit 2 tripped and stayed down for several hours.  

Tweety minutes later, Unit 3 tripped due to loss of an inverter, which 
was later determined to be caused by the failure of an internal capacitor.  
The inverter loss generated an anticipated spurious Safety Injection 
actuation, which in turn tripped the Unit. Because the reactor system, 
pressure did not fall below the nominal value and because the SI pumps 
have a 1500# shut-off head, no ECCS water flowed, as designed.  

SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE

After 
Units 
be of

it was determined that the nearly simultaneous trips of the two 
were in fact unrelated and coincidental, the event turned out to 
negligible safety significance.
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Multiple Addressees - 2 

JUN 1 1 |980 

SHORT TERM ACTIONS 

Working with the Project Manager and the Resident Inppector, ORAB deter
mined that the nearly simultaneous trips of the two Units were unrelated 
and coincidental.  

LONG TERM ACTIONS 

None.  

Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director 
Division of Licensing 

Contact! 
J.T. Beard, X28352 

cc: H. Denton 
V. Stello 
C. Michelson, AEOD 
B. Snyder 
B. Grimes 
T. Novak 
R. Tedesco 
G. Lainas 
J.P. Knight 
V. Noonan 
D. Muller 
P. Check 
W. Kreger 
L. Rubenstein 
F. Schroeder 
M. Ernst 
S. Varga 
T. Ippolito 
R. Clark 
R. Reid 
B. Youngblood 
A. Schwencer 
LB#3 
J. Miller 
D. Crutchfield 
g. W i chman 
D. Pickett 
J. T. Beard 
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UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION.  

WASHINGTON. 0. C. 20655 

JUN 13 1980

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT:

R.H. Vollmer, Director, Division of Engineering 
R.J. Mattson, Director, Division of Safety Technology 
S.H, Hanauer, Director, Division of Human Factors Safety 
D.F. Ross, Director, Division of Systems Integration 
B.J. Snyder, Program Director, TMI Program Office 
B.K. Grimes, Program Director, Emergency Preparedness 

Program Office 

Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director, Division of Licensing 

OPERATING REACTOR EVENT MEMORANDUM NO. 80-7 : 
NEARLY SIMULTANEOUS TRIPS OF INDIAN POINT UNITS 2 
AND 3, MAY 19, 1980

PROBLEM

Unit 2 tripped 
minutes later, 
loss.

for reasons involving electrical power loss. About 20 
Unit 3 tripped for reasons involving electrical power

BACKGROUND 

Unit 2 tripped at 8:25 a.m., Sunday, May 19, 1980 due to operator error.  
He was attempting to parallel two motor-generator sets (that were 
associated with the rod control system) when one of the MG sets had 
not yet been started. Unit 2 tripped and stayed down for several hours.  

Twenty minutes later, Unit 3 tripped due to loss of an inverter, which 
was later determined to be caused by the failure of an internal capacitor.  
The inverter loss generated an anticipated spurious Safety Injection 
actuation, which in turn tripped the Unit. Because the reactor system 
pressure did not fall below the nominal value and because the SI pumps 
have a 1500# shut-off head, no ECCS water flowed, as designed.  

SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE 

After it was determined that the nearly simultaneous trips of the two 
Units were in fact unrelated and coincidental, the event turned out to 
be of negligible safety significance,
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Multiple Addressees 2 - JUN 1 3 1980 

SHORT TERM ACTIONS 

Working with the Project Manager and the Resident Inspector, ORAB deter
mined that the nearly simultaneous trips of the two Units were unrelated 
and coincidental.  

LONG TERM ACTIONS 

None.  

14Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director Division of Licensing 

Contact: 

J.T. Beard, X28352 

cc: H. Denton 
V. Stello 
C. Michelson, AEOD 
B. Snyder 
B. Grimes 
T. Novak 
R. Tedesco 
G. Lainas 
J,P. Knight.  
V. Noonan 
D. Muller 
P. Check 
W. Kreger 
L. Rubenstein 
F. Schroeder 
M. Ernst 
S. Varga 
T, Ippolito 
R. Clark 
R. Reid 
B. Youngblood 
A. Schwencer 
LB#3 
J. Miller 
D. Crutchfiel d 
K. Wichman 
D. Pickett 
J. T. Beard 
L. Olshan


