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R. C. DeYoung, Assistant Director for Pressurized Water Feactors

) VASSURAHCF OF INDIAN POINT UNIT 2 INSTRUMEVT AIR FREEZER DRYER OPEPATIOV
' WITHOUT FREFZ

" A violation of the permissable reactor coolant pressure during
heatup occurred at Indian Point on May 18, 1973 due to closure of
certain air-operated valves in the reactor coolant letdown system

. (Report of Abnormal Occurrence No. 3-2-5 in a lettér from Con-‘Ed
dated May 25, 1973). Closure of the valves resulted from a failure .
of the instrument alr pressure which was traced to plugging by
frozen moisture in the refrigerant dryer. The principal cause of
this frozen plug was identified as am 1mproperly set refrigerant
expansion valve (1etter from Con Ed dated July 23, 1973)

Because ‘of the interest generated at the September 12, 1973. session.
-of the. vublic hearing in this particular abnormal occurrence, the
Board in its initial decision stated as follows

L3

V"The Board directs the staff to be certain before 2

license is 1issued under. this initial decision that all

‘,uneces“ary measures have beenttaken to’ pruvent another , ‘

“7”freeze up “of the fregzerwdryer or to assure that such o , R
an !vent wtll not intetrupt the air suooly. :

LA I have rev;e;ed witthon Ed (cC. Jackson) the measures taken to
o provide this«assu’an e. They are as’ follows~”

(1) The refrigerant expansion valve was pronerly reset in Mav
y‘after the incident. Wo freeze~up:problems have been;

(2): An'oﬁerator'
' 'r4 hours ‘arou
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‘T coriclude that the above provisions will provide the adequate

~assurance requested by the Board.” Reactor 0perations has verified

- the above actions. I also understand "that’ Con Ed is expediting the
destgn procurement, and installation of an automatic bvpass ‘

- system around the refrigerant dryer.A : v
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