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Consolidated Edison Company of New York, Inc.
ITndian Point Nos. | 2 & 3

Docket Nos. 50-03, 50-247 & 50-286
Attachment to LER

This report of an anomalous measurement at one of our environmental
sampling locations in the vicinity of Indian Point Station is being
made as a "followup" to the telephone report made by Mr. Steven
Masciulli on February 13, 1979, to the Region I office of Inspection
and Enforcement. These actions were taken in accordance with the
Environmental Technical Specification Requirements (ETSR) for Indian
Point Unit Nos. 1, 2 & 3 Section 5.6,2,2.

On February 13, 1979, Teledyne Isotopes, our contracting laboratory,
reported a tritium level in a precipitation sample which exceeded

ten times the control station value. The sample obtained at East-
view, located 15 miles southeast of Indian Point, was found to contain
3. 96+2 4X10-6 uci/ml of tritium as determined by gas analysis. The
sample obtained from Roseton, the control statlon located 20 miles
north of Indian Point, had a tritium activity of «2+0. 9x10-" uCi/ml.
Both samples were contlnuously collected over the entire month of
December and were retrieved from the field on January 2, 1979. All
precipitation samples were sent to Teledyne Isotopes for analysis

on January 4, 1979. Upon receipt of these results Teledyne Isotopes
was asked to perform a confirmatory reanlaysis of the Eastview sample.
The results of the reanalysis will be forwarded in an update report
when they are received. An investigation was performed to determine
the cause of this anomalous measurement.

A review of precipitation analyses for the past few years shows
tritium levels consistently at the 10-7 uCi/ml level at all locations,
with no increasing trends noted. There are three other prec1p1tatxon
sampling points almost in a direct line, between Indian Point and
Eastview; Air Monitor House onsite, Furnace Dock 3.5 miles southeast,
and Croton Point 7.5 miles south southeast. Although each of these
stations is closer to Indian Point, none indicated tritium levels in
excess of 6.,7%X10-7 u€i/ml, which is a factor of six less than that
observed at Eastview. ThlS indicates that the source of tritium at
Eastview is not. related to plant operation at Indian Point and

instead may be caused by some local activity, since the effect was
not observed at other stations.

Releases at Indian Point Station during the period of concern were
consistent with those which have been observed in the past and
exhibited no abnormalities which would account for the anomalous
measurements. Since typically many isotopes are released from the
plant, we would expect to see several of them in the Eastview sample
in quantities comparable to their releases. However, only tritium
was observed in the sample, indicating that its source was something
other than plant operations at Indian Point.




Therefore, it is concluded that the tritium detected in the rain water
from Eastview was not due to plant operations at Indian Point.: This

is the third consecutive month that tritium in rain water from Eastview
has been detected at this level. However, Con Edison has been advised
that che New York State Department of Environmental Conservation has
identified the source as a local manufacturer, which has since modified
their installation to prevent any further recurrence of this problem.




