
 
 
 

December 23, 2009 
 
 
 
 
EA-09-038 
 
Mr. Gary Williams, M.S., Interim Director 
National Health Physics Program (115 HP/NLR) 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
Veterans Health Administration 
2200 Fort Roots Drive 
North Little Rock, AR  72114 
 
SUBJECT: NRC PREDECISIONAL ENFORCEMENT CONFERENCE SUMMARY – 

PHILADELPHIA VETERANS AFFAIRS MEDICAL CENTER  
 
Dear Mr. Williams: 
 
This letter transmits to you a summary of the December 17, 2009, Predecisional Enforcement 
Conference held at NRC’s Headquarters located at One White Flint North, Rockville, Maryland.  
The purpose of the conference was to discuss the apparent violations and concerns identified in 
NRC Inspection Report Nos. 030-34325/2008-029(DNMS) and 030-34325/2009-001(DNMS). 
 
In accordance with the NRC Enforcement Manual, the statements and information provided 
during the Predecisional Enforcement Conference and your written response will assist the NRC 
in making an enforcement decision.  You will be advised by separate correspondence of the 
results of our deliberations on this matter.  During the conference you agreed to provide a 
written response regarding your basis for disagreement with these apparent violations and 
additional training records by January 15, 2010.   
 



G. Williams     -2- 
 
In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter will be 
available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the 
NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS), accessible from 
the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
/RA by Kevin G. Null acting for/ 
 
Patricia Pelke, Chief 
Materials Licensing Branch 
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cc w/encl:  Richard Citron, Medical Center Director,  
      and VA Medical Center-Philadelphia 
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PREDECISIONAL ENFORCEMENT CONFERENCE SUMMARY 

 
Licensee: Department of Veterans Affairs 
 
Facility: Philadelphia Veterans Affairs Medical Center 
 
License No.: 03-23853-01VA 
 
Docket No.: 030-34325 
 
Permit No.  37-00062-07 
 
EA-09-038 
 
On December 17, 2009, representatives of the Department of Veterans Affairs met with NRC 
personnel at the  NRC’s Headquarters building at One White Flint North, Rockville, Maryland to 
discuss the apparent violations and concerns identified in NRC Inspection Report Numbers 030-
34325/2008-029(DNMS) and 030-34325/2009-001(DNMS).  The conference was held at the 
request of NRC  Region III. 
 
The licensee presented a summary of the apparent violations; their perspective on the apparent 
violations and identified concerns, including the significance and their corrective actions.  The 
licensee disagreed with seven of the eight apparent violations.  The licensee stated that it was 
their view that their written procedures were adequate and met the requirements in 10 CFR 
35.41.  The licensee also stated that it was their view that all training requirements were met for 
the supervised individuals and authorized user physician.  The licensee also stated that it was 
their view that all immediate reporting requirements and 15-day reports met the requirements of 
10 CFR 35.3045(c) and (d).  The licensee confirmed that they would submit a written response 
to the NRC by January 15, 2010, describing in detail their basis for disagreeing with the 
apparent violations and also provide the additional training records to support their position.  
The licensee’s slide presentation is available on the NRC’s document system (ADAMS), under 
ML093490891 and the NRC slide presentation is available under Accession Number 
ML093490877. 
 
The attendance list is attached to this summary.   
 
In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter will be 
available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the 
NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS), accessible from 
the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 
 
ATTACHMENT: Attendance List 



 

Attachment 

 
PREDECISIONAL ENFORCEMENT CONFERENCE 

 
Department of Veterans Health Administration 

Philadelphia Veterans Administration Medical Center 
 

Attendance List 
 

December 17, 2009 EA-09-038 
 

NAME TITLE AFFILIATION 

Mark Satorius  Regional Administrator, Region III (RIII) NRC - RIII 

Steven Reynolds 
Director, Division of Nuclear Materials Safety 
(DNMS), RIII 

NRC - RIII 

Steven Orth Enforcement Officer, RIII NRC - RIII 

Roy Zimmerman Director, Office of Enforcement (OE) NRC - OE 

Charles Miller 
Director, Office of Federal and State Materials and 
Environmental Management Programs (FSME) 

NRC - FSME 

Patricia Pelke Chief, Materials Licensing Branch, DNMS, RIII NRC - RIII 

Cassandra 
Frazier 

Senior Health Physicist, RIII NRC - RIII 

Darrel Wiedeman Senior Health Physicist, RIII NRC - RIII 

Deborah Piskura Health Physicist, RIII NRC - RIII 

Jared Heck Regional Counsel, RIII NRC - RIII 

Susanne Woods Senior Enforcement Specialist, OE NRC - OE 

Nick Hilton Chief, Enforcement Branch, OE NRC - OE 

James Luehman 
Deputy Director, Licensing and Inspection Support 
Directorate, FSME 

NRC - FSME 

Michele Burgess Senior Regional Coordinator, FSME NRC - FSME 

Duane White Regional Coordinator, FSME NRC - FSME 

Shirley Xu Health Physicist, FSME NRC - FSME 

Glenda Villamar Regional Coordinator, FSME NRC - FSME 

Catherine Scott 
Assistant General Counsel for Materials Litigation 
and Enforcement, Office of General Counsel (OGC) 

NRC - OGC 

Carrie Safford Attorney, OGC NRC - OGC 

John Kinneman Director, DNMS, Region I NRC – RI 



 

Attachment 2

NAME TITLE AFFILIATION 

Susan Bagley 
RIII, Coordinator, Executive Director of Operations 
(EDO) Office 

NRC - EDO 

Viktoria Mitlyng Public Affairs Officer, Region III NRC - OPA 

David McIntyre Public Affairs Officer NRC - OPA 

Francis Cameron Facilitator NRC - EDO 

Nicole Coleman Enforcement Specialist NRC - OE 

Kerstun Day Enforcement Specialist NRC - OE 

Scott Langan Field Office Director, Office of Investigations (OI) NRC – OI: RIII 

Jay Bigoness Investigator NRC – OI: RIII 

Patricia 
Lougheed 

Senior Enforcement Coordinator NRC - RIII 

Carol Lazar Attorney NRC - OGC 

Chris Einberg Chief, Radioactive Materials Safety Branch, FSME NRC - FSME 

Michael 
Franovich 

Executive Technical Assistant, EDO NRC - EDO 

Marvin Itzkovitz Associate General Counsel NRC - OGC 

Molly Barkman Attorney NRC - OGC 

Marcia Simon Attorney NRC - OGC 

Lisa Clark Legal Counsel, Chairman Jaczko 
NRC – Chairman’s 
Office 

Jonathan Heslep Investigator, Office of Inspector General (OIG) NRC - OIG 

Leira Cuadrado Health Physicist NRC - FSME 

LeRay Benton 
Nuclear Physicist, Office of Nuclear Reactor 
Regulation (NRR) 

NRC - NRR 

Sarenee Hawkins Health Physicist NRC - FSME 

Michelle Killian Health Physicist NRC - FSME 

Eugene Dacus 
Congressional Affairs Officer, Office of 
Congressional Affairs (OCA) 

NRC - OCA 

Robert Lewis 
Director, Division of Materials Safety and State 
Agreements, FSME 

NRC - FSME 

Charles 
Anderson 

Chair, National Radiation Safety Committee, 
Department of Veterans Health Administration (VA) 

VA  

Stanlie Daniels Deputy Chief Officer, Patient Care Services VA 



 

Attachment 3

NAME TITLE AFFILIATION 

Michael Hagan Director, National Radiation Oncology Program VA 

Richard Citron Director VA Medical Center, Philadelphia VA - PA 

Joel Maslow 
Chair, Radiation Safety Committee, 
VA Medical Center, Philadelphia (PVAMC) 

VA - PVAMC 

Amit Maity Chief, Radiation Oncology Service VA - PVAMC 

Dale Warman Public Affairs Officer VA - PVAMC 

Ashley Stetter Public Affairs Officer VA - OPA 

Ramona Joyce Public Affairs Officer VA - OPA 

Michael Moreland  VA – VISN4 

James Sinwell Assistant Regional Counsel VA 

Kimberly Pugh Health Inspector VA - OIG 

Lin Clegg Director VA - OIG 

Tom Huston Health Physicist VA 

Gary Williams Health Physicist VA - NHPP 

Margaret Caplar Associate Director, Finance VA - PVAMC 

Mary Moore Radiation Safety Officer VA - PVAMC 

Pamela Devine Registered Nurse VA 

George Welen Director VA - OIG 

Frances Costello 
Health Physicist, Pennsylvania, Department of 
Environmental Protection 

PA - DEP 

Terry Derstine Health Physicist PA – DEP 

Lynn Fairobent 
Manager of Legislative and Regulatory Affairs, 
American Association of Physicists in Medicine 

AAPM 

Richard Martin 
Senior Regulatory and Legislative Analyst, American 
Society for Therapeutic Radiation and Oncology 

ASTRO 

William Wagner Senate Specter’s office US Senate 

Cliff Owen Photographer McClatchy 

William Graham Lieutenant Commander – retired self 
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