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ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines)

On September 13, 2009, Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation (NSPM), doing business
as Xcel Energy, documented an apparent breach between the Prairie Isiand Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP)
11 and 12 Battery Rooms. The two Battery Rooms are separated by an eight inch concrete block wall that
contains a penetration seal. The penetration seal consists of a five-inch and one-inch conduit filled and sealed
to form a fire barrier. The five-inch conduit was breached to run temporary cable for maintenance work. An
evaluation completed on October 28, 2009, concluded that the as-found condition was a breached fire barrier,
such that the required degree of separation for redundant safe shutdown trains was lacking. Thus, this event is
being reported in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B) as an unanalyzed condition.

NSPM is performing a causal evaluation for this event. When the evaluation is complete, NSPM will submit a
supplement to this LER.
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EVENT DESCRIPTION

Battery Rooms 11 and 12 are separated by an eight-inch concrete block wall that contains a
penetration seal. The penetration seal contains two conduits (a five-inch conduit and a one-inch
conduit) that are filled and sealed to form a fire barrier. On September 13, 2009, Northern States
Power Company, a Minnesota corporation (NSPM), doing business as Xcel Energy, documented the
breach between the Prairie Island Nuclear Generating Plant (PINGP) 11 and 12 Battery' Rooms.

The five-inch conduit was breached on September 3, 2009 to run temporary cable for maintenance
between the two Battery Rooms. The conduit end caps and thermal insulating wool fill were
removed. The temporary cable was run through the conduit which resulted in an unanalyzed fire

barrier. On September 13, 2009, PINGP documented the breach between the 11 and 12 Battery
Rooms.

An evaluation of the as-found configuration completed on October 28, 2009, determined that the as-
found configuration met the reportability requirement of 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B).

EVENT ANALYSIS

The as-found configuration was a breached fire barrier, such that the required degree of separation
for redundant safe shutdown trains was lacking, thus, this event is being reported in accordance with
10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(ii)(B) as an unanalyzed condition that significantly degraded plant safety. The
PINGP fire protection program requires compensatory measures be taken for missing or breached
fire barriers (specifically, establish a fire patrol in the affected fire areas). A formal fire patrol was not
established for the breached fire barrier. No actual loss of function occurred as a result of the as-
found condition, thus the condition was not a safety system functional failure.

SAFETY SIGNIFICANCE

The concrete block wall forms a fire barrier with a three-hour rating. Fire detection equipment on both
sides of the fire barrier was operable during the breach. Should a fire have occurred on either side of
the fire barrier, it would have been detected in its early stages by the fire detection equipment. This
would have initiated a prompt response by the PINGP fire brigade. It is considered that fire detection
and plant response along with the as-found barriers would have mitigated the potential adverse
effects to the redundant equipment. There were no actual consequences to the health and safety of
the public.
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CAUSE

NSPM is performing a causal evaluation for this event. When the evaluation is complete NSPM will
submit a supplement to this LER.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

Upon discovery, NSPM initiated hourly fire watches to patrol the five-inch fire penetration seal until
the maintenance work was complete.

As part of the causal evaluation for this event, NSPM may identify additional corrective actions that
will be included in the planned supplement to this LER.

PREVIOUS SIMILAR EVENTS

A review of Licensee Event Reports for PINGP since 2004 found one similar event where a fire
barrier was found to have been breached without compensatory measures. The event was
documented in LER 1-07-03 (Unanalyzed Condition due to Breached Fire Barrier).




