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X L | | January 3, 1967 L
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Yl . . . . ! . .

Senstor Harrison Villiams o : )
Senate Office Duilding ‘

washington, D.C.

Dear Senator Williams: . ’ K
The Conservation Center has been acting as a link betwcen

citizens concerned abou: the over-rapid development and
carcless siting of nuclear power plants. '

Jithin three months throe fiant nuclear reactors have been:
~proposed for the Hudson River arca.

In addition to the prototype AEC /1 reactor operated by
Consolidated Ldison at Indian Point, there is now a second
and giant nuclear power plant under coustruction. Niagra-
40 : Mohawk has announced plans to build a nuclear rlant opposite
SR I - Bemis Point, New York, and over the New Year weekend Central
;‘gif Hudson Power and Ligh@announced it would construct another
e AP plant on the Hudson River necar Hudson, New York. '

! L . With great pains we attempted to intervene in behalf of con-
; : " . cerned citizens because of a ‘sincere belief that another
L " nuclear plant should be located underground at the time public
hearings were held (September 14-15) on the application of
Con Ed to build at Indian Point. Our reason for questioning
P the safety of this plant arc:

TR

RN

'J ; . (1) The Atomic Energy Commission's own Committce on
et : - . . B —~ . - . o ~ gt
o : Reactor Safcguards has advised azainst locating

plants in populous arcas. (Therc arc 14 million
people within a 30 mile radius of Indian Point.)

(2) . Experts have cautioncd against locating nuclcar
“reactors on major rivers.

e e

(3) Dr. Edward Teller has urged as. a matter of ¢lemen-
tary safety that all nuclear reactars be located

underground as in Sweden. :

w by

T o X o -
In the light of the magnitude of a disaster wiiich the ALC it- 3
self calculated as possiblo--however remote--it would seen : 3
obvious that Consolidated Ldison should be required by the :
f . . . : “ . X : ’ ;&.‘ . ;‘:'\
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State of New York--if not the AEC--to place this reactor under-
ground. It is said to be the largest yet to be given a cou-
struction licensc. This samc utility found it possiblc when
citizen opposition develovued, to place its entirc Storm ling
Lhydro plant underground for scenery's sake. In a statcient

. o before the SEC, the company stated that this did not require

P material added cost. The AEC in its 1962 rcport to Congress

- mentioned that nuclear reactors could be "hardened" by plac-

L . , ing them underground at little if any extra expense.

A In the light of these facts, isn't it extraordinary that a
s _ grot > of citizens can't be hecard?

R ‘ : ' : - .. ' Sincerely,
o . ' ' ‘ 7 L oX
Lo B

Larry Bogart
Director

LB:jr

Enclosure: December ROTARIAN reprint
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| “OW SAFE is that new atomic power plant your bora baby. There were safeguards supposed to make it
, town or your nation is so proud of? S unthickable for anyone to mislay a hydrogen bomb.
l In Chicago and New York and Detroit and Hallam— But accidents happen. :
l . in other big cities and country towns around the car h— If you'd like to see what your insurance company
| you have heard a jot about the thrilling step intc the thinks of the risks arourd an atomic plant, get out your &
' o atomic age. But if something goes wrong, you and your householder's policy and read the fine priat, It probably
o ' city near such a plant face a catastrophe like Hiro- says something like: '
’. shima's. In one man's opinion—and I'll introduce that “Nuclear Clausc . ., The word ‘fire’ in this Policy L,
. man shortly——that plant is “as dangerous as an atomic or ¢ndorsements attached hereto is not intended
A bomb.” : to and does not embrace nuclear reaction or pu-
H ; An ofilcial estimate of what might happen in case of clear raciation or radioactive contamination . . , :
S an “incident” at a big city plant refers to deatns in the and loss by nuclear reaction or nuclear radiation or
o thousands, injurics in the tens of thousands, and losses radioactive contamination is not intended to be -
B in the billions of dollars, and is not insured against by this Policy . . . and u
R - But surcly safcguards make such an accident nuclear reaction or nuclear radiation or radioaciive
o impossibic? : _ contamination . . . is not ‘cxplosion’ or ‘smoke.’ "
] There were safeguards supposed to make it impos- These “incidents” can't happen—but insurance com-
[ , sible for a major electric power shutdown to paralyze panies are very careful not to cover them all the same.
. I New York, There were safeguards supposed to make it If one did happen, it could be pretty bad. Estimates :
; impossible for a womar’s sleeping pill to maim her un- made a few years ago by the Atomic Energy Commis-
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stom are that property damage from accidental failure
—or from sn'ﬂoi;zggu—in a-reactor mear a big city with

'y release of radioactive materials would rosult in
fethal exposure” that could “invoive” ' as many as
G0 persons,

In layman's laaguage tha: means up o 3,400 people
might be killed, Some 43,000 probably would be in-
sjured, Property damaage could involve the ¢vacuation of
up o 460,000 persons from an avca of 760 squarc niles
at a cost of $2,300,600,000. General restrictions might
be imposed on some 3,800,000 persons in an ‘arca of
6200 square miles—costing up to $2,800,000,000. Ag-

L85

‘ricultural restrictions might be imposed on an area of

150,000 square miles at a cost running up to
$4,000,000,6C0. Even 10 percent of thesc estimates
would_scpresent an unprecedented industrial catastro-
phe. The financial liability for human casualties was not
cvaluated and is, obviously, beyond ‘comprehension.
Since that study was made, the projected size of
atomic power plants has been trebled and quadrupled

“who is insuring you?

st e o

2 with multiplication of the peril,

in case of such u cotastrophe in YOUS Sity—hiG
L&SEUMING you survive it and are in any shape «
2

t.lu

Not your 6w insurcr, Not the company that bl tie
plant; their insurance comnpany icfused o underwrite
more than a fractioa of the risk, -

You—if you live in the U.S.A.—aio doing
suring yourself with your o
a taxpaycr. ’ ,

When insurance companies refused to cover the Tisk
involved in the first U.S. atomic power plant planned
near a large city, the piant was not redesigned to provide.
greater safety—moved underground and awzay from
the city, for instance,

Instead, the risk was shifted to the people in the
ncighborhood and to the taxpayers at large. In 1957
the U.S. Congress enacied thc controversial Atomic
Energy Indemnity Act which provides for an “insurance

subsidy” by paying up to $500,000,000 out of the Fed-

A Do g MR L A
About This Article

HN October, 1945, THE ROTARIAN presented an article
! Atomic Power Comes of Age, by Joseph P. Blank, a
free-lance writer of the United States of America. Report-
ing on the "virtually insatiable” nced of the world for elec-
trical power, the author termed “atomic power . . . the
most economical way out” and chronicled the development
of nuclear-pdwer in Britain, Switzerland, ltaly, France, Ger-
many, the U.S.S.R,, and the U.S.A., and reported plans
of cther nations to buy or produce power made in such

lants. Describing “advantages,” ''costs,” and “'where

-«

wad when,' Author Blank also discussed “safety,"

Anong ictiers ihe article evoked was one from John R.
Vieage, Ph.D., President (1965-66) of the Rotary Club of
Madison, Wisconsin, U.S.A. ""With sincerity and within the
wieellent principles and practices of Rotary'' he urged that
we present an adticle ''giving the othor side of atomic
powar and its imminent dangers" and he proposed that we
obtain such an article from Adolph J. Ackerman, consulting

kY

\

1
'

e - a RACPREI o g |

engineer and member of the Rotary Club of Madison since’
1962, who, said Dr. Wrage, had iaken strong exception .
|

to statements in the article. : b

We invited Rotarian Ackerman to prepare a statement
of his views for bresentc:ﬁon in our Your Letters column, He
responded that, in the interests of good communicaiicn, he
thought it beiter if a professional writor were o review his
comprehensive studies in tho fieid of atomic povs
write an aiticle of a lencth compurabic
and he proposed that Helen Maiheson, o writer and exccu-

¢ oond

to the Bluak article,

tive of a Madisen newspaper Bo chosen for the job.

Here is her articie. We present it in the interosis of hear-
ing all sides, reiterating the staiement that appears monthly
in our masthead deta: "' As the oicial publication of &o

4
-

Internationai, this Magazine carries authoritalive notices
cnd articles about Rotary internctional. Otherwise no ro-
sponsibility is assumed for sialoments of authors."

' —THE EDITORS
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Tan who has uevoied a
Lol e nast ten years 1o the study, “the in-
duminity Act hag SPawnea a whole new set of cvils oy
dreaking down the traditiona] systemy of cngineering,
legal, corporaie and actuariag disciplines and responsi-
bilitics, The situation is one of Lrotesque exploitation of
public confidence iy the chgineering profession,
“It presents, also, a terrifying breakdown | the
cthical commitmeny of the engineer to serve the public

A seasoned newspaperwoman, Helen Mathe.
son is assistans moraging editor of the Wis.
consin  State Journal, o daily newspaper
[circulation 64,000) in Madison, Wis. She -

the Rotarian whose views Helen’

s man,
! Matheson Rupp expounds,

1 J
b W

interest above 3Jj others,” says Adolph J. Ackcrman,
intcrnationally known Madison, Wisconsin, consulting
engincer, S .
“The great ‘hoax’ in atomic POwer was perpetuated
when ip Scptembcr, 1963, Congress was persuaded to

extend thc,Indcmnity Act for another 10 years,” he

charges,

Ackerman hay sct aside other work opportunities in
fecent years 1o fight for what he holds to be the pubiic
interest against pressures of many kinds from those
Cdger to promote atomic power,

He is anxious about the danger to familics living near
atomic power plants who tryst assurances that “nothing
can go wrong,” '

He is alarmeq about the ¢conomic disaster that a
severe plant “incidens” could touch off.

He s Keenly concerned over the plants’ potential for
“catastrophic sabotage.” :

He is dgonizingly disturbed by what he secs as a be-
frayal by a fow ¢ngineers ang utility dircctors of their
cthical obligations 1 (e public.

~ as director of engineering of Drave Corporation, Pitts-

SPOmigite, R e BRI

C('n’l.\i;i:.:’;pm.zi BOVCT G g

" scientists® and polit

He i annoyed by v
Strategists, who, e fecls, “are by-passing TUSPIORY
and cihica engincering and building up 4 revolution;
system of technocrucy,”

And he s downriphy angry atthe fow individyag, wi,
“maneuvered” the Indenisity Act diroup;

Tosant

Congres

Good legal opinion, jie miiintaing, considers this A v

unconstitutiongl, Ackerman’s point is: “Insiead of prei.
viding an ‘insurance subsidy’ for the benelit of proyt

spective Survivors, areater safeguards should he providedg -

for the Prospective victig by engineering safor and in-|

surable plants ang repealing this subsidy,”

Ackcmmn, the son of a New Ulm,
Lutheran MINISter, frained as an engincer jp clectrical
and civj] engineering in Milwaukee and at the University
of Wisconsin. After jobs in s own country and Canada,

Minncsoia,

he worked on the Madden Dam for the Panama Canal;

burgh, where he won 4 Navy citation for Outstanding
scrvice when the firm was the “lead” shipyard building
LSTs in Worlg War 1I; and as chicf of Crigincering and
construction for the Sdo Paulo ang Rio de Janciro
Tramway, Light and Power companics in Bruzj] where
he directed construction of the fipst sizeable under-
ground power stations in the Western Hemisplicre,

Entering private practice in Madison in ihe carly
1950s, Ackerman made 4 comprchensive study of
Brazil's power facilitics and future needs for the Brazil-
U.S. Joint Commission; made power System studies in
Peru, Chile, Panama, Cuba, Vcnczuc]a, Uruguay, India,
Canada, Puerto Rico, Mexico, and the Dominican Re-

public as well ag reports for other consulting firms and !

banks; and he served on the board of consulting en-
gincers for the $1,750,000,000 Feather River project
to supply more water for Los Angeles. He is an active

member in a number of leading cngincering socicties,
Today he is 3 dignificd, soft-spoken, grey-haired man
with a knack for lucid language and the air of quict
assurance of g man of proven aeivievement,

He fecls decply this is his duty as ag caginecr—" g
clearly identity the truth and to declare jt | .« o speak
up.”

Ackerman got-inveived in the aomic power issue
shortly after the first fepal Steps were cleared for de-
velopment of peucetimie uses of ihe fong-searet pew
Power source in atomjc fission. (For the produciion of
ciectricity an atomic power feactor is just anothey type
of heat source in Place of an- oil- of coai-burning sican
boiler.) ' ‘

He was named by the presidents of both the Anierican
Socicty of Civii Engincers ang the American Institae
of Consulting Engiacers i fepresent them o 4 Na-
tional Policy Commit.(cc oL Atomic Encrgy, ang later,
after the committce wys discontinucd in 1959, e wag
urged to serve s g “waichdog” for the Institue,




Uvis sk begamie Agkernans chicf commitnient and
he turned down diher work which might compromise
his professional independenge,

Lic has filled a fBrary with refcrences and rescarch
material; written articles for profcssm“x"i.iﬂ -journals; pre-
scuted a [ricnd-of-the-court brief to the United States
Supreme Court in o casc involving an atomic power
plant; filed protests with boards and congressional com-
mittees; spoken before cengineering groups; and con-
ferred with directors of public utility boards—warning
them that they were getting deep into the atomic power
business without knowing all the answers.

Somctimes he gets results: an atomic power plant
cancclled on the East Coast and another in the West;
plans scrapped for using atomic power on the Feather
River project. ,

‘Sometimes he is hcard with respect—and nothing
happens. : .

Sometimes people won’t even listen. Recently he re-
ceived a letter from a top-flight business executive (a
retired military expert) who strongly supports Acker-
man’s position. This executive had vainly attempted to
persuade a director of a company in the atomic power
field to reconsider. The letter closed with: *. . . but this
caused no concern. Some day somecone will have to
review this entire question in the aftermath of a
catastrophe.”

With the help of his engineer son William, who turned
from writing guided missile texts to work with his
father, and an associate, John W, Forster, Ackerman
has studied cvery scrap of information he can find on
atomic power production. His library is lined with com-
plete copies of reports of the Atomic. Energy Commis-

sion, Congressional hearings, court decisions, corpora-

tion reports, etc., bound and indexed in detail,
Sorting out the basic facts in such a complex issue has

" demanded a thorough study of all available references

and particularly opinions contrary to his own.

. = -

-

|

Precing together information from varicd  sourees,
Ackerna has come up with siadios of the actaal ex-
pericice of atomic power phints Uil cormrast aoiably

with ihe cheery accounis publishicd by their sponsors!

His reports show repeated service interruptions—
somic for more than six months at a stretch—al the six
“working” atomic power plants in the U.S. '

Of cight operating atomic power plants Ackérman
surveyed, only one cost what it was supposed {o. The
others ranged from $5,0G0,000 to $79,0G0,000 over
estimates. One of the cight was still being wsted when
he made his study; the currént output of the others
ranged from a maximum of 78 percent to only 15 per-
cent of the power they were built to produce. Two plants
had installed stcam boilers to substitute for ailing
reactors. .

“Rosy propaganda by reactor manufacturers, by a
few utility exccutives, and by the Atomic Energy Com-
mission tends to give the false impression that atomic
power has ‘arrived’ and that it is as safe, reliable, and
economical as coal- or oil-fired steampower or hydro
power,” he says.

“The fact is that it comprises less than a half per-
cent of the country’s installed electric power.” He esti-
mates that the total experience with conventional steam
power sources and their safety compares with atomic
plants at a ratio of 1,000 to 1.5.

“A basic absurdity in this necw technology,” Acker-
man declared, “is the brecakdown of insurance disci-
plines, the high pressure promotion and the indecent
haste before the engineering art and adequate standards
of responsibilty have had a chance to develop. Quite
aside from the dangers involved, it’s like expecting a
three-year-old child to piay a violin concerto.”

He points to a number of cancellations and failures.
In one 18-month period, plans for three major atomic
power plants were cancelled, inciuding one in New York
City. “This seems to indicate [Continued ..........]
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that the prowing recoid of adverse ea-
porience s forcing sone uiin(y annge-
Plents totnie o omore pealistic look at
atoniic power,” Acherman holds,

e cites some illusirations

Lirst. A New Vork uthity's plans for
a 1,GGC0,000 xw plantin the densely pop-
ulated Queens arca of New York were
culled 6ff the same day in Junuary,
1964, that Ackerman had a conference
with a company direcior to present his
“adverse” information,* :

Sccond, A 325,000 kw plant was
planned by a U.S. wost coast utility at
Bodega Bay; 50 miles north of San
Francisco, in spite of warnings of “ex-
treme carthquake risk' .n the area, After
SICRUZUs  public protests in which
Ackerman  assisted, tic plans were -
dropped tinally in Ociober, 1964, when
the eXcavation for the reactor turned up
a sccondary carthquake fault,

“These cancellations,” Ackerman be-
lieves, “have thwarted an cffort to prove
that ‘you can put a reactor anywhere, "

“hird, In another case plans for a
260,000 kw atomic power plant near
Rochiester, N, Y., were cancelled in
February, 1965, after the selected build-
cr declined 10 guarantee the plant's
dependabitity,

Fourth, The State of California and
the Atomie Lnergy Commission in Jan-
wary, 19635, announced agreement on
plans o build a 525,000 Kw atomic

e e e e
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. Date of filing: October 1, 1966,

« Title of publication: The Rotarian,
3. Frequency of issue: Monthly,

[

4. Location of known ofiice of publication: 1600
Ridge Avenue, Evanstun, Conk County, llinois 60201,

S. Location of the headquarters or keneral business
olfices of the publishers: 1600 Ridge Avenue, Evans.
ton, Cook County, [ilinais 00201,

6. Nuawes o adidresses ol publisher, editor, and
managing  editar: Publisher, Rotary International,
1600 Ridye Avenue, Evanston, Ilinois 60201 Jditor,
Karl K. Krueper, 1600 R e Avenue, Fvanston,
Ilineis 60201; Mar #ing Lditor, Nooe,

7. Owner (1 awned by « corparation, its pame

SEomust beostated and also immediately
thereunder (the nanes gng iieases o stockholders
cwnling or Iinlding  ane peicent o onove of  {aig)
amount of sk, f pot awiaed by “tporition, the
tan and adidie he i i OWners  msl
be gi HN s=hip or otiier unin.
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of eichy ing Ao must be given.) Rotary Interna-
tonal, an flhnois carporation, not organized jor pe-
cuniary profit; Kichard L. Evans, Salt Lake City,
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Ginciuding sanpies) vy muil, carrier, or other
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power nlany rar JUMping  waler gt
~"1’ch:xchupi Crossine on Feather
River projeci, The cost s estimuded at
S253,000,000. As consuliing engineer
on LS projeat durine the basic plarning
sagec Ackerman hag VIZOIOUslY opposed
techaelogy for
such an important service,” It Decer-
ber, 1965, the AEC announced termi-
nation of the plans to bujld the plant
because of “fuel element problems.”

Fiftl, The Lo Férmi 150,000 kw
plant at Lagoona Beach ncar Detroit,
Mich., was started in 1956 by several
midwest utilities. The reactor plant ran
into many difficultics and was taken out
of “utility scrvice” in December, 1965,
after an investment of $111,000,000. It
Was repluced in 1964 by g 150,000 kw
oil-burning hoiler to produce steam.

Sixth, At Qak Ridge, Tenn., the
AEC's 22,000 kw atoniic power plant
was closed down in January, 1966, be-
cause of a variety of obstacles after
$57.000,000 had been spent on it.

Sevenih. The Hallam, Nebr,, 75,-
000 kw plant, buili at g cost of
$54,700,000. staried eperating in Janu-
ury. 1963, biit was shut down in August,
1965, The AEC announced in June,
1966, that the piant wij] be torn down
because of “‘technical difliculties” ¢x-
perienced in operation,

The fact that nonetheless other atomic
plants are being built now near cities
gives Ackerman grave concern about
the issuc this new POWET SOUrce raiscs
for his own profession, '

e e B e
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ol U seienting b
mient oude |
A\’Zi“\\';u,h:c. Win, A
COMIBCA GUlviEY in which § selienting i
engapcd s to ke nidalikes,
nize thenn, and o correet them, and out
of that caries discovery,™

“In oconirast,” Ackernian says, "The
ehgineer is trained not o inake mise
tukes, One mistake cun ruin hils curcer,
In terms of thar definition we can sce
that o scientist is primarily comnitted to
discovering a scientifie truth and com-

aekidees

{0 recn; -

miunicating it , . 1he engineer is called

Upon 10 reader a judgenient involving a
broad spectrum or problems and 1o Ppro-
duce an answer that will bust serve the
public iuicrest.  Herbert Hoover  has
stated our duty in siniple terms: “Tech-
nology without intellectual honesty will
not work. '

"We can recall notable records of
great civil engineers assuming heavy re-
sponsibilitics and contributing their pro-
fessional judgments  and decisions jn
matters of fur-reuching importance, We
need only think of the gicat miracle of
our drinking water and the high stand-
ards of engineering performance which
make safe drinking  water aviiinble
throughout the Unifeg wates, L L, The
public simply takes such professional
performance Tor pranted,

"Toduy, however, we find ourselves
in the midst of the ¢ sniific revolution,
The worly changed on Decomber 2
1942, when sustained nuciear fission was
first achieved and ke trenmsendons -
crgy in the atom, which had been Tocked
up since the beginning of the world, was
released,

“On that day man discovered the
means with which, i

i time, he could de-
stroy all life. This discovery, as un event
in human history. ranks with ihe Crea-
tion of Adin and the Birth of Christ.

“Obviously such tremendous pew
force— taree heretolore roverved 1o
the Atmighty —muost he treaicd  with
profound respeci g overcnve, Guy

Whal Bis tiken

ince thu day. The control of this

future now NRECS On

place

new foree is hasic (o the wellire of every
hunan being, This cally for asew sease
of responsibility and for ethica! COLBL-
meats of the most diticuls tyoe,”

Ackerman hus reason Kaow how
difficult they are,

According 1o g colleagie, "N, Ack-
erman has carried out these iwaitchdoyg]
activitics as a public service at his own
expense. But he found thag the cost of
such service extende bevond the -
mediaie financial outlay involved.

“He declined assignments from con-
mMercial interests that were pasticipating
i ithe aiomic DOWCE program in
- avoid uny condictsy of

OdeE
interest, His




- oL on

-
sty on principle

the plans of some powerit

with
politicad and
fTaancial mierests who sometinwes Tound

wtericred
1
i

. . . . . .
il casier o attack him as an individual

than io respond to his arguments,

“liis challenges to the engineering
profession made a number of its mem-
sers uncomfortable and aroused their
reseniment; their eiforts to ostracize him
were not without cffeet,” the colleugue
added drily.

As the cditorial doors of professional
publications swung shut on him, Acker-
man sometimes managed to jam in a
persistent toe. In spite of rebuffs, he has
published and won increasing profes-
sional support over the years with ar-
ticles like The Engineer's Obligation to
Disclose All-the Facts (CiviL ENGINEER-
ING, 1961); Atomic Power, A Failure
in Engineering Responsibility (ASCE
TRANSACTIONS, 1963); Atomnic Power
Program is Undermining Enginecring
Responsibility (AMERICAN ENGINEER,
1963); FEngincering Responsibilty in
Atomic Power (WISCONSIN PROFES-

" SIONAL ENGINEER, 1963); Using Lngi-

neering to Lnslave You (CiviL ENGI-
NEERING, 1964); Atomic Power Plants
—What's Wrong with Them? (AMERI-
caN Poweir CONFERENCE, 1965); and
The Lngineer's Respousibility and Duty
to Dissent {CONSULTING ENGINEER,
1965).

He has also been working on a boox
intended to identify the various arcas of
tesponsibility in this new technology for
cngincers, educators, public utility man-
agements and dircctors. His aim, he

explains, is “to provide guidelines for.:

eventually merging atomic power into
the U.S. cconomy in a way that will

safely perpetuate the great miracie of:

America's cleciricity supply.

~ “At present too many directors of
public utilitics continue to rely on the
industry's traditional lines of responsi-
bility and authority, and arc unawarc
how these lines, in the arca of atomic
pow.r, have become snarled up into a

horrible mess.”

e cites a recent comment on ethics
by Chicf Justice Wiuren: “Society
would come 10 grict without cthics

. which is unenforccable in the courts and

cannot be made part of law. ., . . This
Law beyond the Law, as distinct {from
Law, is the creation of civilization and
is indispensable to it. . ..

In one of his papers Ackerman de-
clared: “It may be lcgal but it is not
cthical for a chief enginecr . . . to de-
sign and locate an atomic power plant
where an accidental {ailure or sabotage
could be disustrous for a community,
when such a peril can be reduced or
eliminated by an alternative plan cost-
ing more roney . . . to shift his respon-
sibility in matters involving public safety
to his management or to a government
agency . . . to design an atomic power
plant without adequate knowledge of
the magnitude of the encrgy released in
the cvent of a reactor failure . . . to
certify that his design is safe when he
has no resource of demonstrated ex-
periecnce as to what is safe, such as
prevails with high pressure stcam
boilers: . . .

“It may be legal but it is not cthical
for a board of directors . . . to suddenly
abdicate its corporate responsibilitics
and authorize construction of a new
power plant so perilous to the public
that it is not fully insurable under its
traditional policics . . . to abdicate tra-
ditional corporate responsibilities in the
event of a major reactor failure and to
rely on the taxpayers 1o compensate the
survivors of such a disaster . . . to ¢x-
ploit public confidence by authorizing
the construction of an atomic power
plant near a populous area without dis-
closing the fact that the available third

¢ party liability insurance is grossly in-

adequate, . .

t may be legal but it is not cthical

. for engineers, lawyers, and manufac-

turers ... to create o new vocabulary of
propaganda desigred to minimize pub-
lic concern by avoiding such words as

"

A public harard
2He.,
st.chas Sacident’ for

“In years,"”
It has been my ot to bearwit
a number of decisions of T extromcly
Barmiud sype as for as the vublic ioter-
et in concerned. Tnosuch Gases s inde-
pendent consulting enginecr is enpucied
to clearly identify the trad and to de-
ciare it publicly. He must choose cither
to speak up of to reimain sient,

“This is a personad decision volving
tremendous responsibiiitics.

“Unfortunaicly. when
forces are invoived. an
geacrally means jeopardizing
fessiondl carcer. At such stag
praying becomes hicipful.

“When I was In the midst of one of
these problems mv wife and [ attended
church services in New York o hear Dr.
Norman Vinceni Peale. Quite remark-
ably the theme of his sermon was "Never
be afraid of any situation, howcever
tough. . . . Never be afraid of another
man.” "

I's a long, loncly crusade invelving
complex and unpopular questions. But
Ackerman  has found somie hiclping
hands. In the arca of alerting the public
John Chamberlain, the columuisi, pro-
vided moral support at w critical time.
And Ackerman adds: "I abid-

and anrodn

reaei

I have ar
ing faith in the sincerity and integrity of
top-flight pecople in business and the
professions. Given the {acts they will
make the choice that best scrves the
public interest.”

And what does Iic hope 1o do nexi?

“There is just onc answer,” hie says.
“We nced to prove in our courts tiuit the

Federal Indermnity Act is unconsiitue

tional. We could then return to sanity by
applying traditional insurance practices

JE—

and corporate responsibilitics to Tihis!

new technolopy, and at the uu
develop the requiniie structure of con-
siittional law and responsibic
ing principles and p:

gipoer-

protect the public interest.”

e e,

ctices which would
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