February 26, 2010

Bryan A. Erler, PE

Nuclear Codes and Standards, Chairman
American Society of Mechanical Engineers
Three Park Avenue

New York, NY 10016-5990

SUBJECT: UPDATE REGARDING ASME PROPOSED INTERIM STAFF GUIDANCE ON
ASME RELIEF REQUESTS AND CODE CASES FOR LICENSE RENEWAL IN
ACCORDANCE WITH 10 CFR PART 54 AND NUREG-1801

Dear Mr. Erler:

| am writing to provide you with an update on the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
staff’s plans for clarifying guidance related to use of the American Society of Mechanical
Engineers (ASME) Boiler and Pressure Vessel (B&PV) Code, Section XI, Division 1, as
referenced in Chapter |, “Application of the ASME Code” of NUREG-1801, “Generic Aging
Lessons Learned (GALL) Report,” Volume 2, “Tabulation of Results,” Revision 1, dated
September 2005. By letter dated February 20, 2008, the ASME proposed clarifications on use
of the B&PV Code for license renewal. Two of these clarifications concern time limits regarding
NRC-approved B&PV Code relief requests and use of NRC-approved B&PV Code cases when
a licensee’s inspection interval extends into the period of extended operation. An electronic
copy of the February 20, 2008, letter is available under Accession No. ML080600423 in the
NRC Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS) on the Internet at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html.

In response to this letter, the NRC staff held a teleconference with ASME representatives and
exchanged several letters with the ASME. Most recently, in a teleconference on August 10,
2009, for which a summary was issued on September 9, 2009 (Accession No. ML092440512),
the NRC staff stated its technical position regarding the ASME’s proposals on B&PV Code
cases and relief requests. To reflect this position, the NRC staff also stated that it would issue
license renewal interim staff guidance to clarify GALL Report, Volume 2, Chapter |. However,
after further consideration, the NRC staff has decided that it will be more effective and efficient
to issue this clarification in the upcoming Revision 2 to the GALL Report. We plan to issue
Revision 2 of the GALL Report in December 2010.

Preliminary drafts of GALL Report Revision 2, including the clarification discussed above, have
recently been posted on the NRC public Web site and the public comment period is scheduled
to begin in late April, 2010. Additional details may be found on this Web site:
http://www.nrc.gov/reactors/operating/licensing/renewal/guidance/updated-guidance.html.
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Please contact Mr. Jerry Dozier of my staff at 301-415-3925 or by email at
Jerry.Dozier@nrc.gov if you have any additional questions.

Sincerely,
/RA by DPelton for/
Brian E. Holian, Director

Division of License Renewal
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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