January 13, 2010

Ronald G. Ballinger, Professor

Department of Nuclear Science and Engineering and
Materials Science and Engineering

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

77 Massachusetts Avenue

Cambridge, MA 02139

Dear Dr. Ballinger:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has received your request for additional
funding to cover expenses associated with the 2009 International Cooperative Group on
Environmentally Assisted Cracking (ICG-EAC) conference held in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
on March 19-24, 2009. In your letter, dated April 21, 2009, you stated the cost of the
conference was $89,700 and indicated that the contributions collected had resulted in a shortfall
of about $17,400. Although NRC did provide financial assistance for the 2009 ICG-EAC
conference with a contribution of $2,500, your letter specifically requested NRC to consider
providing additional funding to cover nonfood costs associated with this conference.

Unfortunately, NRC cannot provide retroactive financial assistance for a conference. Financial
assistance for conferences that are of technical interest to NRC can be obtained by applying for
a grant. Please note that the application for a grant must be received in sufficient time to allow
NRC to evaluate and process the application prior to the scheduled conference start date.
Additional information on applying for an NRC grant (including rules, requirements, and forms)
can be found on NRC’s public Web page: http://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/grants.html.

Although we regret that NRC cannot provide additional financial assistance for the past 2009
ICG-EAC meeting in Cambridge, Massachusetts, we will continue to accept and evaluate grant
applications for future conferences that are of technical interest to NRC.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Brian W. Sheron, Director
Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research
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