January 20, 2010

Ms. Amy Hanna

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
Wildlife Division

Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program
4200 Smith School Road

Austin, TX 78744

SUBJECT: COMMENTS REGARDING ALTERNATIVE SITES RELATED TO THE
COMBINED LICENSES APPLICATION FOR SOUTH TEXAS PROJECT,
UNITS 3 AND 4

Dear Ms. Hanna:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) received Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department’s (TPWD’s) letter dated November 13, 2009, providing information regarding
potential impacts to threatened and endangered species and other issues of concern related to
the alternative sites analysis for the South Texas Project, Units 3 and 4, combined licenses
(COL) application. We appreciate the information and recommendations in your letter and your
assistance at the alternative sites audit held in August 2009.

As described in NRC’s letter to TPWD dated October 15, 2009, South Texas Project Nuclear
Operating Company (STPNOC) identified two new alternative sites, in addition to a previously
identified alternative site, that will be evaluated in our environmental impact statement (EIS).
The Red 2 site is a [reenfield site located in Fannin County, Texas, and would use the Red
River as the cooling water source. The Trinity 2 site is located in Freestone County, Texas, and
would use the Trinity River as the cooling water source. The third alternative site, Allens Creek,
a [reenfield site in southwestern Austin County, Texas, was identified previously and still
remains as an alternative site in STPNOC’s revised analysis. In our letter (Agencywide
Documents Access Management System [ADAMS] accession number ML092580421), the NRC
requested any information you considered appropriate under the provisions of the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act regarding the two new alternative sites.

The NRC will consider the information you supplied regarding Federal- and State-listed
threatened and endangered species, potential impacts to habitat, special ecological features in
the vicinity of the alternative sites, and specific resource concerns in our analysis of the
proposed alternative sites and the development of our EIS.
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Your office will receive a copy of the draft EIS along with a request for comments. The
anticipated publication date for the draft EIS is March 2010. If you have any questions or
require additional information, please contact the Environmental Project Managers for the STP
COL Project, Ms. Jessie Muir at (301) 415-0491 or via email at Jessie.Muir@nrc.gov, or

Ms. Sarah Lopas at (301) 415-1147 or via email at Sarah.Lopas@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Ryan Whited, Chief
Environmental Projects Branch 2
Division of Site and Environmental Reviews

Office of New Reactors
Docket Nos. 52-012 and 52-013

cc: see next page
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