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Conference Call to Discuss Requests for Additional Information 
for the Fermi 3 COL Environmental Review 

 
November 9, 2009 

 
 
Purpose 
 
Discuss Request for Additional Information (RAI) responses for AQ2.7-1 and AQ4.4.1-1. 
 
Participants 
 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC):  Bruce Olson 
 
Argonne National Laboratory (Argonne):  Kirk LaGory, Al Smith, Ron Kolpa, Young-Soo Chang 
 
Detroit Edison:  Randy Westmoreland, Jamie Capillari, Barry Marietta 
 
Black & Veatch (B&V): Steve Thomas, Bryce Wyand, Ryan O’Neil, Lisa Fewins, Doug Timpe 
 
Summary of Discussions and Associated Action Items 
 
The summary of discussions during the conference call is presented below. Action items are 
indicated as [ACTION ITEM]. 
 
AQ2.7-1 

• Detroit Edison looked at Progress Energy’s response to an RAI for conformity analysis 
information in support of the Shearon Harris COLA.  In their response to that RAI, the 
applicant performed a bounding analysis of emissions in the peak construction year and 
operations year. 

• NRC noted that, with a defined construction period, Detroit Edison could identify the 
“worst case” year and make an applicability determination. This determination may not 
be sufficient for a complete analysis however. 

• Argonne agreed that, as a first step, Detroit Edison should conduct a conformity 
applicability analysis to determine if a full conformity assessment would be required.  
This analysis should be submitted to the NRC for review.  Consultation with state and 
regional air quality regulators will follow. 

• Detroit Edison agreed that if calculations indicate that conformity thresholds are not 
exceeded, further analysis would not be necessary. If there was an indication that 
thresholds would be exceeded, then they would do a more complete analysis. Detroit 
Edison noted that, for Shearon Harris, the State of North Carolina was going to perform 
the conformity analysis. 

• Argonne noted that most States have allowances for new construction in their State 
Implementation Plan (SIP), but that information would have to be gotten from the State.  
The State could also revise the SIP to include a new project.   

• Argonne also noted that some applicants extend construction over several years to 
avoid exceeding annual thresholds, and this is a legitimate approach to conformity.  Any 
schedule adjustment to avoid exceeding thresholds would have to be realistic. A revised 
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applicability determination should be performed against the modified construction 
schedules and notice of findings again provided to the regulators. 

• NRC noted that a standard approach for dealing with conformity issues is under 
development, but experience to date is limited. 

• Detroit Edison noted that the RAI requested a complete conformity analysis and wanted 
to know if providing only the emission estimates would be sufficient for the response. 

• NRC and Argonne indicated that providing the emission estimates for worst year 
construction and operations would be sufficient for the RAI and would be a reasonable 
first step. 

 

Not discussed on 11/9/09 but related to Detroit Edison on 10/10/09 by phone, the 
construction emissions to be calculated and reported are those generated from activities 
defined as construction in 10 CFR 50.10.  This is to distinguish construction regulated by 
the NRC from construction that is not regulated by the NRC.  A conformity determination 
for Army Corps of Engineers-regulated activities may have to addressed separately for 
the Fermi 3 project. 
 
 
AQ4.4.1-1 

• Detroit Edison indicated that in responding to this RAI on CO2 emissions, they would use 
the same approach (i.e., calculating emissions during worst years of both construction 
and operations periods). 

• Argonne agreed that that would be an acceptable approach to satisfying the RAI. 
 
 
2.  Other Items 

• Detroit Edison asked about the status of their response submittals in August and 
September. 

• NRC indicated that feedback on these responses would be sent to Detroit Edison in the 
next few days. [ACTION ITEM for the NRC PM]—Done 11/10/09--BAO 
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