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Docket No. =  50-286
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Document Control Desk

Mail Station PI-137
. U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comm1551on~
' “Washington, D.C. 20555 :

Dear Sir:

The attached Llcensee Event Report LER 91-009-00 'is
hereby submitted in accordance with the requlrements of

10CFR50.73. This event is of the type defined 1n the

]requirement§/§€?>10CFR50 73(a)(2)(1)(B)

Very)truly yours,

i

_ Joseph Russell
Resident Manager :
. Indian Point Three Nuclear Power Plant

- ED/rj
Attachment

cc: Mr. Thomas T. Martin
" Regional Admlnlstrator~
Region 1:
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comm1ss1on
475 Allendale Road .
King of Pru551aj Pennsylvanla 19406,

_INPO Records Center

Suite 1500

1100 Circle 75 Parkway .
Atlanta, Georgia 30339
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ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, ie npprommamy tiftean :Ing/a space fypowrl(nn fines) (18}

On‘July 11, 1991, ‘w1th the reactor at 100 percent power e
backup sample of condenser air ejector noble gas activity
required while the associated radiation monitor was inoperable .

was missed. The requlred sampling frequency of twelve hours was.
exceeded. - The root cause of the event was that the watch chemist

was 1nvolved in- multlple ‘tasks on an unusually busy watch and
1nadvertently missed this sample. - Superv151on counseled the
chemist. The Chemlstry Department 'is 1mplement1ng a backup

sample status sheet. The condenser air ejector radlatlon monltor_

was restored to operable status on July 16, 1991
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‘,,DESCRiPTION'OF!THE EVENT o

On July 11 1991 w1th the plant operatlng at 100 percent power,
the watch chemlst on the 1500-2300 hours shift missed the = -

‘,requlred backup sample for the out of service condenser air :
ejector noble gas act1v1ty monltor (Tracer Lab Model No.-MQ— -
’180)(T260)(IL)(RI) o o . .

- INVESTIGATION OF THE EVENT
On July 6 1991 at 2245 hours, the condenser air ejector noble’ A
gas act1v1ty monltor, R-15, failed 1low. ‘'The R-15 detector is. an

- in=line scintillation detector installed in the condenser air
ejector dlscharge stack. ‘Technical Specification Appendlx B o

+2.2.B. requires that either R-15 be .operablé during condenser a1r 5
ejector dlscharge or, if it is declared inoperable, the condenser

- alr ejector effluent must be’ sampled at least -once every twelve
hours : - :

, Slnce the condenser air . ejectors were contlnuously dlscharglng,
" -the Chemlstry Department was taking the required samples. -For
con51stency, the sampllng was done once per elght hour Shlft

' The ‘watch chemlst on the 1500-2300" hours Shlft on July 11 1991 v
became involved in solving a chemlstry related problem in another:
area of the plant - and he overlooked taking the required air =
ejector effluent‘sample. Other Chemistry Department personnel
‘'had been available on shlft to whom he could have delegated thls
'respon51b111ty ‘ : : - : :

When the watch chemlst on the 2300 0700 . hours Shlft of July 12,
1991 logged his condenser air ejector sample results, he notlced ;
- that the prev1ous day's 1500 2300 hours shift sample results were
missing. He notified- Chemlstry Department management: during -
watch turnover at' 0700 hours.. 'Since the previous logged sample.
was taken at 1100‘hours on July 11, 1991 and the current sample
was taken at 0435 hours on July 12, 1991, about seventeen and

- one-half hours had elapsed between samples :

— R R S . . © T ey.s. GPO: 1988-520-589 00070
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CAUSE OF THE EVENT

--_The cause of the event ‘was the overlooklng of the air ejector

effluent sample that occurred -on July 11, 1991 by the watch-

chemist on the 1500 -2300 hour shlft : The root cause of .the event'x
- was that the. watch chemist had ‘been involved in multiple tasks
-and had overlooked the requlrement to. take thls sample ‘

;. .
A“

[’coRREcTIVE ACTIONS

Chemistry Department superv151on counseled the watch chem1st on
the importance of. taking required samples .at the required
frequency "The Chemlstry Department is also implementing a
backup sample status sheet in the chemistry watch office. The

Twatch chemists will use the backup sample status sheet to verify
that requ1red samples for out. of service: equlpment have been
. done.

ANALYSIS OF THE EVENT'

This event is reportable under 1OCFR50 73(a)(2)(1)(B) because the
plant was in a condition prohibited by Technical . Spe01f1catlons.
Table 2.2-1 of Technlcal Specifications, Appendix B requlres that
if the condenser- alr e]ector noble gas activity monitor is

inoperable, the condenser air ejector effluent must be sampled ategl

least once every twelve hours. At '2301 hours on July 11, 1991
Indian Point Three departed from this requlrement :

The s1gn1f1cance of this event is mltlgated by the ‘fact that the
gross activity of condenser air ejector effluent samples taken at
1100 hours on July: 11, 1991 and 0430 hours on July 12, 1991
indicated no act1v1ty - Furthermore, the steam generator blowdown
liguid effluent monitor (R- 19) was continuously monitoring the-
steam generator liquid effluent for . radloact1v1ty throughout the

-event and was capable of detectlng a prlmary to secondary leak.

A s1m11ar event was reported in LER 28690 -009.

- SECURING FROM THE EVENT "

The condenser air e]ector radlatlon monltor was restored to
operable status at 2145 hours on July 16 1991
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