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914 681.6240 

John C. Brons 
NeU. k. we Senior Vice President 

AW uthority Nuclear Generation 

September 5 ,1985 

IPN-85-45 

Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20555 

ATTENTION: Mr. Steven A. Varga, Chief 
Operating Reactors Branch No. 1 
Division of Licensing 

SUBJECT: Indian Point 3 Nuclear Power Plant 
Docket No. 50-286 
Steam Generator Girth Weld Inspection Report 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed, for your information, is a copy of the Indian Point 3 final 

steam generator girth weld inspection report.  

The Authority has reviewed Information Notice No. 85-65 concerning 
crack growth in steam generator girth welds. This information notice 
implies that a condition of crack growth exists in the IP-3 steam 
generator girth welds. This was based on very preliminary ultrasonic 
examination findings which were provided to NRC Region I inspectors at 
their request. The enclosed report which provides the most current 
information, shows that this condition does not exist. The few and 
small changes from the baseline inspection have been attributed to 

ultrasonic examination variability (personnel and technique). Also, 
surface irregularities (geometry) have been demonstrated to be 
responsible for a significant population of ultrasonic indications 
utilizing a supplemental ultrasonic examination technique. Finally, 
magnetic particle inside surface examinations of a portion of the weld 

also confirmed the absence of any girth weld cracks or other 
degradation. Therefore, the condition of the IP-3 steam generator 
girth welds has been determined to be unchanged from the 1983 
baseline, and acceptable for continued plant operation.  
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Should you or your staff have any questions regarding this matter, 
please contact Mr. P. Kokolakis of my staff.  

Very truly yours, 

ohn C 
rn 

Senior Vice President 
Nuclear Generation 

Attachment 

cc: Resident Inspector's Office 
Indian Point Unit 3 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
P.O. Box 66 
Buchanan, NY 10511


