
From: Klein, Alex 
Sent: Tuesday, December 01, 2009 11:24 AM 
To: Alexander, Cheryl 
Cc: Frumkin, Daniel 
Subject: FW: ML0918800720 IN 2009-029.pdf 
Attachments: ML0918800720 IN 2009-029.pdf 
 
Cheryl, 
 
Please enter the below email into ADAMS; publicly available. 
 

From: HUTCHINS, Steven [mailto:sph@nei.org]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 01, 2009 9:23 AM 
To: Klein, Alex 
Cc: Frumkin, Daniel 
Subject: ML0918800720 IN 2009-029.pdf 
 

Alex:  I am being asked by a couple of Industry people to request that the NRC provide the “Backfit 
Analysis” that goes with this IN.  The bolded statement in this IN is a new staff interpretation.  

Failure of the automatic start feature of the fire water supply pumps would impair water-
based automatic fire suppression systems. Furthermore, the failure of the pumps to start 
upon demand from a fire hose could impair manual suppression activities. The 
regulations at 10 CFR 50.48, “Fire Protection,” and Appendix R, “Fire Protection 
Program for Nuclear Power Facilities Operating Prior to January 1, 1979,” to 10 CFR 
Part 50 require licensees to install fire suppression systems in certain fire areas to 
protect redundant trains of safe-shutdown equipment and electrical circuits against fires. 
Section III.G.2 of Appendix R requires automatic suppression systems in some fire 
areas for certain fire protection methods for post-fire safe shutdown equipment. Plants 
licensed after January 1, 1979, have commitments for automatic suppression systems 
in their approved fire protection program. If a licensee has routed cables that can 
potentially prevent a fire pump from starting through one of these fire areas and 
has installed a water-based automatic fire suppression system in the area, it may 
not meet the automatic fire suppression requirement.  

Appendix R section III.G clearly applies to systems required to achieve safe shutdown.  It has been 
clearly been established by the regulation, rulemaking record, and previous interpretations, that III.G 
applies to safe shutdown systems, and not to fire fighting features.  This new staff interpretation that 
somehow Appendix R III.G applies to firefighting SSCs should have been vetted by the backfit 
process.  Also, there are many potential unintended consequences of extending this logic (as 
inspectors have been known to do).  Inspectors would next be applying this to detection, lighting, 
etc. 

So, the question of the day is, “Was a backfit analysis completed and can it accompany this IN?  

 



This electronic message transmission contains information from the Nuclear Energy Institute, 
Inc. The information is intended solely for the use of the addressee and its use by any other 
person is not authorized. If you are not the intended recipient, you have received this 
communication in error, and any review, use, disclosure, copying or distribution of the contents 
of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this electronic transmission in 
error, please notify the sender immediately by telephone or by electronic mail and permanently 
delete the original message. IRS Circular 230 disclosure: To ensure compliance with 
requirements imposed by the IRS and other taxing authorities, we inform you that any tax advice 
contained in this communication (including any attachments) is not intended or written to be 
used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (i) avoiding penalties that may be imposed on any 
taxpayer or (ii) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any transaction or 
matter addressed herein. 
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