
 
 

December 15, 2009 
 
 
 
Richard P. Bush, Site Manager 
Rifle Disposal Cell 
U.S. Department of Energy 
2597 B ¾ Road  
Grand Junction, CO  81503 
 
SUBJECT:  RIFLE DISPOSAL CELL MOISTURE MONITORING 
 
Dear Mr. Bush: 
 
This letter provides acknowledgement of receipt of your letter dated October 14, 2009.  In your 
letter, a U.S. Department of Energy work plan was provided to place a number of neutron 
hydroprobe ports into the Rifle, Colorado disposal cell cover system in order to gain information 
related to the cell’s water balance.  The data collected will be used to evaluate the saturation 
level of the cover system. 
 
In a teleconference held on December 3, 2009, with U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC) staff, it was discussed that fewer than 12 of these neutron hydroprobe ports would be 
installed and the ports would not be placed at a depth to impact the radon barrier or the tailings.  
Based on NRC staff’s review of your October 14, 2009 letter, and the teleconference on 
December 3, 2009, NRC has no further questions or comments at this time.  Per the approved 
Long Term Surveillance Plan for this site, it is requested that NRC be kept informed as to the 
status of this preliminary assessment, particularly if it may relate to any potential problems with 
the cover system.  Please contact me at (301) 415-7188 or by e-mail at richard.chang@nrc.gov 
if you have any questions. 
 
In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter will be 
available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the  
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Publicly Available Records component of NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and 
Management System (ADAMS).  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC website at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
      /RA/ 
 
 

Richard Chang, Project Manager 
Special Projects Branch 
Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery 
  Licensing Directorate 
Division of Waste Management 
  and Environmental Protection 
Office of Federal and State Materials 
  and Environmental Management Programs 

 
cc:  T. Pauling, DOE-LM 
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Publicly Available Records component of NRC’s Agencywide Documents Access and 
Management System (ADAMS).  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC website at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
      /RA/ 
 

Richard Chang, Project Manager 
Special Projects Branch 
Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery 
  Licensing Directorate 
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