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Dear Sir: MO e N Y
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By letter dated September 1, 1981 you requested the
Authority to commit to the criteria for low pressure nuclear

turbine disc inspection.

This letter is provided to inform

you that the Authority will follow the inspection criteria

recommended in your letter.

However, it should be noted that the Indian Point 3

~rotors will be completely replaced.

Two new rotors are scheduled

to be installed during the upcoming refueling outage, and the
third refurbished rotor is scheduled to be installed during the

subsequent refueling outage.

These rotors contain Westinghouse's

low yield strength'discs'which possess considerably lower post-
ulated crack growth rate (if a crack should occur) and are re-

sistant to stress corrosion cracking.

In addition,

the new

keyplate design eliminates the keyways in the discs.which experi-

enced keyway cracking.

All new or refurbished rotors will be baseline inspected
for cracks in the discs and keyplates prior to installation.
Subsequently, the Authority will inspect these rotors in
accordance with the schedule and criteria contained in the

attachment to the September 1, 1981 letter.

The Authority is

planning to eliminate turbine disc inspections if the results of

these two consecutive inspections

of each new or refur-

bished rotor verify no flaw indications. This position is /40()/
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consistent with the following statement in the aforementioned
September 1, 1981 letter: "Until a satisfactory solution can
be found we believe that it would be prudent for you to con-
tinue inspecting your low-pressure turbine discs..." The
Authority requests a response from the NRC, concerning this

positien by the end of 1982.

In addition, the Authority would like to stress the ,
importance of the NRC's prompt review of the two proprietary
reports that Westinghouse transmitted to the NRC on July 11,
1981.

Should you or your staff have any questions, please con-
tact us.

ery truly yours,

enior Vice President
Nuclear Generation

cc: Mr. T. Rebelowski
Resident Inspector
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. O. Box 38 ’
Buchanan, New York 10511

Mr. Ron Barton

United Engineers & Constructors, Inc.
30 S. 17th Street

Philadelphia, Pa. 19101



