
POWER AUTHORITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
10 COLUMBUS CIRCLE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019 

(212) 397-6200 

October 5, 1979 
IPN-79-73 

Director, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20555 

Attention: Mr. Darrell G. Eisenhut, Acting Director 
Division of Operating Reactors 

Subject: Indian Point 3 Nuclear Power Plant 
Docket No. 50-286 
Possibility of Operator Error During 
Surveillance Testing Causing a Reactor Scram 

Dear Sir: 

In response to your letter of June 26, 1979, which was 
received by the Authority on September 5, 1979, enclosed please 
find the information requested for the subject item in accordance 
with 10 CFR §50.54(f).  

Very tu yours, 

Paul J. Early 
Assistant ChJIef Engineer-Projects 

Subscribed and sworn to before 
me this ,5 day of Oet' ' 1979.  

Notary Public, State of New York 
No. 30-4663428 

Qualified in Nassau County 
Commission Expiros March 30, 190
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The following is provided in response to the three action items 
stated on Page 2 of Darrell G. Eisenhut's NRC letter of June 26, 1979.  

1) You and your plant supervisors should review the events described 
in this letter, to determine whether similar errors have occurred 
or could occur at your facility and whether the potential exists 
for a problem associated with occurrences that you have not pre
viously considered.  

We have reviewed the events described in this letter and have 
determined that the possibility of a similar event occurring at this 
facility is remote. This is as a result-of the basic design of the pro
tective logic system (coincidence) plus the fact that we only test a 
single channel at a time. In addition, we have reviewed our entire 
operating history and have found that the plant has never tripped as a 
result of the events described in your letter.  

2) In addition, it is requested -that management policies and procedures 
be reviewed and strengthened as necessary to assure that multiple.  
equipment failures in, safety-related systems will be vigorously pur
sued and analyzed to identify potential failure modes not previously 
considered that could lead to a significant reduction in the ability 
of safety systems to function as required.  

The Power Authority is presently vigorously involved in the engineering 
resolution of multiple safety related component failures raised by the system 
interaction studies. In addition, the Power Authority established a special 
review committee to investigate plant transients that will have the possi
bility of identifying multiple equipment failures that could lead to a sig
nificant reduction in the ability of safety related systems to perform their 
functions.  

This committee will consist of key technical Power Authority personnel 
who will report their findings to the Superintendent of Power and the Plant 

Operating Review Committee (PORC).  

3) Finally, you are requested to review your engineered safety system 
surveillance procedures to determine whether appropriate cautions 
are included and to ensure that plant operators and supervisors are 
aware of the importance of avoiding challenges to the protective 
features of your facility.  

A review of our surveillance test procedures reveals that all necessary 

technical precautions and instructions are included. These provide adequate 
instructions to the test personnel so that the possibility of a similar 
event occurring is remote. In addition, the Administrative Procedure gov
Serning the conduct of surveillance testing will be revised by November 30, 
1979, to reemphasize to the cognizant personnel the importance of adhering 
to the precautions stated in each individual surveillance test procedure 
and the severity of the possible consequences of not adhering to these 
procedures.


