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Ferdas, Marc

From: James.Barstow@exeloncorp.com
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2009 10:04 PM
To: Marc Ferdas
Subject: Fw: Final press release
Attachments: FINAL OC Tritium Levels Found in Contained Vault rev4.doc

Marc,

Attached Is the press release. See email below.

Jim

From: Benson, David:(GenCo-Nuc)
To: Barsbow, James:(GenCo-Nuc)
Sent: Fri Apr 17 21:58:43 2009
Subject: Final press release

This is the release. I'll send it in about 30 minutes

<<FINAL OC Tritium Levels Found in Contained Vault rev4.doc>>

David Benson, Communications Manager
Oyster Creek Nuclear Generating Station
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The Oyster Creek Generating Station provides dean, safe and reliable energy for about 600,000 homes - the equivalent
of a// of the homes In Mercer, Burlington and Ocean counties.
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b, Exelon.
News Release Nuclear

Contact: David Benson FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Oyster Creek Station Confirms Tritium Confined to Site
FORKED RIVER, NJ (April 17, 2009) - Environmental experts at the Oyster Creek Generating
Station confirmed Friday that tritium found in a concrete vault near the plant's turbine building on
Wednesday is confined to the plant site.

Plant engineers and environmental experts working to determine the source found elevated levels of
tritium in a single monitoring well near an outdoor "condensate storage tank". The engineering and
environmental teams are narrowing thbir investigation to a relatively small area close to the. storage
tank to determine if it, or pipes connected to it, are the source of the tritiated water.

"We found this tritiated water, reported it and are working quickly to locate the source," said Tim
Rausch, Oyster Creek site vice president. "At no time has there been a threat to public or employee
health and safety from this finding," Rausch said.

Clean up activities have begun, and Exelon will report the progress of those activities to government
regulators and the public as those activities are completed.

Water samples from the discharge canal and six of seven monitoring wells were analyzed and
showed no detectable levels of tritium. The one monitoring well with positive results - a 20-feet-
deep sampling pipe near the storage tank - contained tritium levels up to 4.46 million picocuries per
liter of water. A picocurie is one trillionth of a curie.

The plant maintains an extensive environmental monitoring program, including routine water
sampling from 32 on-site dedicated monitoring wells for the potential of unusual levels of tritium in
the environment. The affected well was last tested the week of March 10 and showed no detectable
levels of tritium, indicating the leak most likely initiated recently.

The tritium in the concrete vault, which was discovered-in routine environmental monitoring
Wednesday, likely entered the vault space by following underground electrical conduits that pass
near the condensate tank and enter the vault.

Tritium is a low-level radiation emitter that is used commercially to make luminous dials and
instruments, as a source of light for exit and safety signs, as a tracer for biochemical research and in
ground water transport measurements, among other uses. A tritium fact sheet from the U.S. EPA can
be downloaded at http://www.epa.gov/radiationiradionuclides/tritium.html

Oyster Creek is about 60 miles east of Philadelphia in Ocean County, New Jersey. The plant
produces 636 net megawatts of electricity at full power, enough electricity to supply 600,000 typical
homes, the equivalent to all homes in Monmouth and Ocean counties combined.


