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^ NewYorkPower 
m Authority 
August 13, 1984 
IPN-84-30 

Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20555

Attention: 

Subject: 

References:

Mr. Steven A. Varga, Chief 
Operating Reactors Branch No. 1 
Division of Licensing 

Indian Point 3 Nuclear Power Plant 
Docket No. 50-286 
Proposed Changes to the Technical Specifications 
Related to Snubber Surveillance 

1. NRC letter (D. G. Eisenhut) to all Power 
Reactor Licensees, dated 11/20/80, regarding 

Technical Specification Revisions for Snubber 
Surveillance

2. PASNY letter (J. P. Bayne) to NRC (S. A. Varga) 
dated 11/24/81 regarding Snubber Surveillance 
Technical Specifications Changes 

3. NRC letter (S. A. Varga) to NYPA (J. P. Bayne) 
dated 9/1/83 - Request for Additional 

Information Regarding Revised Technical 
Specfications for Snubbers at Indian Point 3 

Dear Sir: 

This letter supercedes in its entirety our March 12, 1984 
submittal regarding the subject item. The NRC Technical 

Evaluation Report (TER) enclosed with Reference 3 reviewed the 

Authority Reference 2 submittal which was provided in response 

to your Reference 1 request.  

Following the TER issuance, several telephone discussions were 

held between Authority personnel and NRC Region I staff members 

for further clarification. The revised Technical Specifications 

(TS) provided herewith reflect the agreements reached as a result 

of these discussions.  

Enclosed for filing are three (3) signed originals and nineteen 

(19) copies of a document entitled, "Application for Amendment to 
Operating License", together with forty (40) copies of 

Attachments I and II thereto, comprising a statement of the 

proposed changes to the Technical Specifications and the 
associated Safety Evaluation.  
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This application seeks to amend Sections 3.13, 4.11 and 6.10 of 
the Technical Specifications (Appendix A to the Operating 
License) in response to References 1 and 3.  

The Technical Specifications change request contained in this 
letter supplements and revises in its entirety our submittal 
transmitted via Reference 2. The previously attached $4,000 
check, required by 10 CFR 170.22 as the amendment fee, shall be 
used currently for the purpose of this application.  

in accordance with the Reference 1 provisions, pertinent 
portions of the model TS were incorporated into the IP-3 
proposed TS based on an evaluation of their plant specific 
applicability. It should be also noted here that the IP-3 is 
not a standard TS plant.  

The following provides the Authority's position concerning 
certain proposed TS items for which a plant specific approach 
is warranted.  

Regarding snubber operability in the residual heat removal 
system (RHR) when the unit is in cold shutdown, the proposed 
Technical Specifications provide a period of seven days for the 
removal of snubbers for testing and routine maintenance (see 
Specification 3.13.1). There are no current Technical 
Specifications which require RHR system operability when the 
unit is in cold shutdown; however Technical Specifications 
changes have been submitted in our letter IPN-83-65. The RHR 
system is also used as the low pressure safety injection 
system; therefore scheduled testing and maintenance takes place 
with the unit in the cold shutdown condition. During this time 
period the likelihood and consequences of a seismic event are 
minimal and the overall plant safety will not be affected 
because there are other accepted available means for removing 
reactor decay heat when the unit is in the cold shutdown 
condition.  

AS stated in Specification 3.13.4, modifications may be made to 
Table 3.13-1, which lists the safety-related snubbers, without 
a prior license amendment provided that a revision to this 
table is included in the next or a subsequent license amendment 
submitted to the NRC within 120 days (see also Table 3.13-1, 
Sheet 8 of 8). Considering that at any given time several 
license amendments may be in preparation, the amended Table 
3.13-1 pages will be included as part of the most suitable TS 
submittal at that time, but no later than 120 days following 
the revision of the table.
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Finally, this application requests an interim exemption from 
functional testing for the steam generator snubbers until the 
method and the frequency of testing are determined. This 
determination will be submitted to the NRC by the cycle 4/5 
refueling outage. Functional testing of these snubbers will be 
implemented by the cycle 5/6 refueling outage. These snubbers 
have a capacity of 250,000 lbs or greater and because of their 
size, location and ALARA considerations, present special 
handling problems such that the removal of a unit requires an 
excessive amount of time and personnel. scheduled visual 
inspections verify the snubbers operable condition.  

in conclusion, the Authority considers that the above 
justifications provide the basis for supporting our plant's 
specific approach and that the intent of the NRC model TS is 
met. Further, the Authority reaffirms its ongoing commitment 
of maintaining the highest degree of reliability and 
availability for all the plant equipment. The Authority has 
determined that the attached proposed TS will not endanger the 
public health and safety, nor will they adversely affect the 
plant operations.  

in accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR 50.91, a copy of 
this application for amendment to the Operating License and the 
associated attachments is being submitted to the designated New 
York State official.  

Should you or your staff have any questions regarding this 
matter, please contact Mr. P. Kokolakis of my staff.  

Very truly yours, 

xecutive Vice President 
Nuclear Generation

cc: attached
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cc: Resident Inspector's Office 
Indian Point Unit 3 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
P. 0. Box 66 
Buchanan, New York 10511 

Jay D. Dunkleberger, Director 

Technology Development Program 
New York State Energy Office 
2 Rockefeller Plaza 
Albany, New York 12223


