December 03, 2009

Gerald M. Cross, M. D.

Acting Under Secretary for Health

U. S. Department of Veterans Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20420

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR MEETING CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS MASTER MATERIALS LICENSE

Dear Dr. Cross:

This is in response to your letter dated November 9, 2009, in which you requested a meeting to
discuss the Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA) Letter of Understanding (LOU), issued on
March 17, 2003, and revised November 10, 2004 and the DVA’s Master Materials

License (MML), issued on March 17, 2003. You indicated that the meeting would include you
identifying potential changes that would assist in ensuring positive communications and
relationships to enhance the overall effectiveness of your MML.

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) would be more than pleased to meet with you
and discuss the LOU and the MML.

As you are aware, the NRC is holding a Predecisional Enforcement Conference on

December 17, 2009, with the DVA to discuss eight apparent violations of NRC regulations
involving multiple medical events at the DVA’s Philadelphia Medical Center. As such, the NRC
will look to meet with you after we have completed our enforcement decision regarding these
eight apparent violations.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Patricia Pelke at 630-829-9868 or
Cassandra Frazier at 630-829-9830.

Sincerely,

/RA by Patrick L. Louden acting for//

Steven A. Reynolds, Director
Division of Nuclear Materials Safety

cc: G. Williams, NHPP
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