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On November 24, 2009, a conference call was conducted for NRC staff to receive a briefing
from Nuclear Fuel Services (NFS). The briefing concerned proposed decommissioning work at
the former Building 234 site. The following individuals participated in the call:

Rik Droke, NFS
Dallas Gardner, NFS
Daniel Boss, NFS
Janice Greene, NFS

Kevin Ramsey, NRC/NMSS
Pete Habighorst, NRC/NMSS
Lydia Chang, NRC/FSME
Bruce Watson, NRC/FSME
Kim Conway, NRC/FSME
Charlie Payne, NRC/RII
Manuel Crespo, NRC/RII
Gale Smith, NRC/RII

Steve Burris, NRC/RII

Judy Joustra, NRC/RI

NFS presented a set of 20 slides concerning the Building 234 Soil Excavation and Groundwater
Treatment Project. The slides addressed previous project experience, preparations for
additional decommissioning operations, project team experience, safety and regulatory reviews,
and the basis for NFS conclusions that no decommissioning plan is required under 10 CFR
70.38.

NFS noted that the removal of plutonium-contaminated soil was stopped years ago because the
digging would have undermined the foundations of the building. The building has since been
demolished. NFS is proposing to restart work now because Federal stimulus money has
become available to dispose of TRU waste.

NRC asked about a reference to the Integrated Safety Analysis (ISA) on Slide 8. NFS
responded that it was a typographical error. The slide should have referred to its Internally
Authorized Change (IAC) process. This project hasn't been evaluated by its ISA team.

NFS stated that soil removed previously contained hundreds of grams of plutonium. The
remaining soil contains gram quantities of plutonium (estimated 2000 nCi/gram).

NFS stated that it would be using new respiratory protection suits for the first time during this
project. The use of these suits was reviewed and approved by NRC on March 9, 2009
(ML090640910). NFS stated that enhanced operational preparation and training tools would be



utilized during the 234 project. These tools would include Operational Excellence, Human
Performance, and OJT.

When asked if the excavation procedures were significantly different from previous soil
excavations, NFS said no. There will some additional procedures for liquid control and
documentation of the work (video and audio), however, the techniques for digging the soil and
loading the drums is similar to previous operations.

NFS stated that the project is expected to take 2 years to complete.

Some NRC staff disagreed with the conclusions reached by NFS. They noted that the
preparation of special procedures indicates that the work is not routine. In addition, no dose
modeling for release criteria has been performed. Some NRC staff believe an NRC-approved
decommissioning plan is required. NFS noted that it doesn't intend to release the site the for
unrestricted use. The project is intended to be a source reduction effort and unrestricted
release will be addressed when final decommissioning of the site conducted.

NRC asked if there was time limit for the current opportunity to dispose of TRU waste. NFS
stated that 2011 is the current deadline for completing the project.

NRC thanked NFS for the briefing and committed to conduct internal discussions to reach an
official position on the need for a decommissioning plan.

Kevin M. Ramsey

Senior Project Manager
Fuel Manufacturing Branch
U.S. NRC
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