
 
November 30, 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Robert Steinhaus 
18920 Thornbury Avenue 
Castro Valley, CA 94546-3141 
 
Dear Mr.Steinhaus:   
 
On behalf of the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your letter 
dated October 26, 2009, addressed to Chairman Jaczko.  You requested the NRC change its 
regulations to require underground mounting of new nuclear reactors to harden reactors against 
terrorist or war threats.  Current NRC regulations do not preclude citing of new nuclear power 
plants underground.  If you still believe a change to NRC regulations is warranted, NRC has a 
formal process, which can be found in Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 2.802, “Petition for Rulemaking,” to request changes to our regulations.  To formally 
request a change to NRC regulations, you would need to use this process.  Additional 
information can be found at http://www.nrc.gov/about-nrc/regulatory/rulemaking/petition-
rule.html.  
 
The NRC staff reviewed your letter and found no evidence of any credible terrorist threats or 
plotting to attack nuclear power plants with nuclear bombs/weapons.  Please be assured that 
our regulatory framework includes processes such as licensing, inspection, assessment of 
licensee performance, events analysis, and enforcement to ensure that commercial nuclear 
power reactors are operated safely and securely in the United States. 
 
      Sincerely,  
 
 
      /RA/  
 
      Patrick M. Madden, Deputy Director 
      Division of New Reactor Licensing 
      Office of New Reactors 
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