
 

 

 
November 13, 2009 

 
 
Ms Laura Quinn, Environmental Program Manager 
Office of New Reactors 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
11555 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20852 
 
SUBJECT:  INFORMATION REQUEST AND CONSULTATION REGARDING THE 

COMBINED LICENSE APPLICATION FOR CALVERT CLIFFS NUCLEAR 
POWER PLANT UNIT 3 

 
Dear Ms. Quinn: 
 

This letter responds to Mr. Robert Schaaf’s letter of October 26, 2009 to Secretary Shari 
Wilson, of the Maryland Department of the Environment, regarding the combined license application 
for Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant Unit 3.   
 

As you know, the State of Maryland is participating as an Interested State in the subject case.  
The State lead is the Power Plant Research Program, who has been actively engaged in the process, 
including participating in the recent site visits to Eastalco and Bainbridge. 
 

In 2007, UniStar applied to the Maryland Public Service Commission (PSC) for a Certificate 
of Convenience and Necessity (see http://webapp.psc.state.md.us; select Case 9127).  Pursuant to the 
case, the State of Maryland undertook an environmental review process similar to the one the NRC is 
currently undergoing.  The Maryland Department of Natural Resources, the Maryland Department of 
the Environment, as well as 5 other executive branch State agencies, conducted a coordinated, 
consolidated review of the Calvert Cliffs Unit 3 project.  The review resulted in recommending almost 
one hundred licensing conditions to the PSC.  The PSC approved the project on June 26, 2009, and 
these conditions, in their final form, are presented in items 114 and 139 of the PSC 9127 case jacket. 
In particular, please note Conditions 43-53, which cover terrestrial and ecological aspects, including 
threatened and endangered species. 
 

With regard to alternative site evaluation, Maryland no longer requires alternative siting 
studies as a part of our power plant evaluations.  However, PPRP has conducted site specific 
evaluations at the Bainbridge site as well as the Eastalco site.  The Environmental Review Documents 
related to these two sites were provided to Ms. Maryann Parkhurst of your evaluation team shortly 
after the Bainbridge and Eastalco site visits.  Although these evaluations were done based on other 

http://webapp.psc.state.md.us/


power plant designs, we believe they provide an excellent overview of general site conditions, 
including terrestrial and aquatic ecology.  We have not conducted any studies of the Thiokol site. 
 

We appreciate the opportunity to provide you with feedback on these and other important 
matters.  If you have any questions, please give me call (410-260-8661) or send me an email 
(sgray@dnr.state.md.us). 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
Susan T. Gray 
Manager, Nuclear Programs 
Power Plant Research Program 

 
 
 
cc:  Shari Wilson, Secretary MDE 
 Bill Paul, Chief, ARMA 
 Pete Dunbar, Director, PPRP 
 Brent Hare, AAG 
 Brent Bolea, AAG 
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