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Subject: Licensee Event Report 327 and 328/2009-007-00, "Failure to Perform a
Technical Specification Action within the Required Timeframe"

The enclosed Licensee Event Report provides details concerning an event where
Sequoyah Nuclear Plant failed to perform a Technical Specification (TS) action within the
required timeframe. This report is being submitted in accordance with
10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i)(B).

Respectfully,

Timothy P. Cleary

Enclosure:

cc: NRC Regional Administrator- Region II
NRC Senior Resident Inspector - Sequoyah Nuclear Plant
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ABSTRACT (Limit to 1400 spaces, i.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines)

On September 23, 2009, at 0346 Eastern daylight time (EDT), Diesel Generator (DG) set 2B-B was
declared inoperable because of scheduled surveillance testing. SQN Units 1 and 2 entered
Technical Specification (TS) 3.8.1.1, Action b. With one DG set inoperable, TS 3.8.1.1 Action b
requires the remaining AC electrical power sources to be demonstrated operable. Specifically for
the offsite circuits required to be operable by TS Limiting Condition for Operation (LCO) 3.8.1.1 .a,
Action b requires, within one hour, that each of the two independent circuits between the offsite
transmission network and the Class 1 E distribution system be demonstrated operable by verifying
correct breaker alignment and indicated power availability. At 0630 EDT, it was discovered that the
required action for offsite circuits had not been performed. The TS action was performed and
demonstrated the offsite circuits were operable. The cause of this event has been determined to be
inadequate oversight by the Operations unit supervisor for the assignment, performance, and
verification of the TS action. Corrective actions include Operations procedure revisions to enhance
verification and ownership of implementation of TS actions and counseling of the Operations
personnel involved.
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PLANT CONDITION(S)

Units 1 and 2 were operating in Mode 1 at approximately 100 percent power when the
condition was identified.

II. DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

A. Event:

On September 23, 2009, at 0346 Eastern daylight time (EDT), Diesel Generator (DG)
set 2B-B (EIIS code EK) was declared inoperable because of scheduled surveillance
testing. Technical Specification (TS) 3.8.1.1, Action b, was entered. At 0630 EDT, it
was discovered that TS 3.8.1.1, Action b, for demonstration of the operability of the
required offsite circuits had not been performed within the required one hour
timeframe. With one DG set inoperable, TS 3.8.1.1 Action b requires the remaining
AC electrical power sources to be demonstrated operable. Specifically for the offsite
circuits required to be operable by TS Limiting Condition for Operation (LCO) 3.8.1.1.a,
Action b requires, within one hour, that each of the two independent circuits between
the offsite transmission network and the Class 1 E distribution system be verified
operable by verifying correct breaker alignment and indicated power availability. In
addition, Action b requires determining the operable DG sets are not inoperable due to
common cause failure or running the DG sets. On September 23, 2009, at 0645 EDT,
the TS action was performed and demonstrated the offsite circuits were operable and
that the operable DG sets were not inoperable due to common cause failure. On
September 25, 2009, at 0645 EDT, DG set 2B-B was restored to operable status and
operations personnel exited TS 3.8.1.1, Action b.

B. Inoperable Structures, Components, or Systems that Contributed to the Event:

None.

C. Dates and Approximate Times of Major Occurrences:

Date Description

September 23, 2009, DG set 2B-B was declared inoperable for scheduled
at 0346 EDT surveillance testing.

September 23, 2009, The surveillance testing was completed.
at 0545 EDT

September 23, 2009, It was discovered that TS 3.8.1.1, Action b, had not
at 0630 EDT been performed.

NRC FORM 366A (9-2007)
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September 23, 2009,
at 0645 EDT

September 25, 2009,
at 0645 EDT

TS 3.8.1.1 Action b was completed for the offsite circuits
and showed the offsite circuits were operable and that
the operable DG sets were not inoperable due to
common cause failure.

DG set 2B-B was restored to operable status and
Operations personnel exited TS 3.8.1.1, Action b.

D. Other Systems or Secondary Functions Affected:

No other systems or secondary functions were affected by this event.

E. Method of Discovery:

The condition was discovered during Operations shift turnover.

F. Operator Actions:

Upon discovery of the failure, the operators performed LCO 3.8.1.1, Action b for the
offsite circuits required to be operable by LCO 3.8.1.1.a.

G. Safety System Responses:

There were no safety system responses as a result of this condition.

Ill. CAUSE OF THE EVENT

A. Immediate Cause:

The immediate cause of this event was determined to be inadequate
communication during the pre-job brief of the roles and responsibilities for the
completion of TS action requirements that would be required when DG set 28-B
became inoperable.

B. Cause:

The cause was determined to be inadequate oversight by the Operations unit
supervisor for the assignment, performance, and verification of completion of the
TS action.
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IV. ANALYSIS OF THE EVENT

Units 1 and 2 were operating in Mode 1 at approximately 100 percent power when the failure
to perform the required action occurred. After declaring DG set 2B-B inoperable because of
scheduled surveillance testing, TS 3.8.1.1, Action b, which required verifying the remaining
AC electrical power sources were operable was not performed in the required timeframe for
the required offsite circuits. The action was performed and verified that each of the
independent circuits between the offsite transmission network and the Class 1 E distribution
system were operable.

V. ASSESSMENT OF SAFETY CONSEQUENCES

Based on the subsequent performance of the required TS actions by the operators and
the resultant demonstration that the required offsite circuits were operable during the
time period when DG set 2B-B was inoperable, this event did not adversely affect the
health and safety of plant personnel or the general public.

VI. CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

A. Immediate Corrective Actions:

Upon discovery of the failure to perform the required TS action, the TS action was
completed. The performance of the TS action demonstrated that the required
offsite circuits were operable.

B. Corrective Actions to Prevent Recurrence: - The corrective actions are being
managed by the Sequoyah Nuclear Plant corrective action program.

Operations personnel have been counseled concerning supervisory and oversight
responsibility, TS actions performance and verification, and pre-job brief standards
and expectations. Actions have been established to ensure operability of
redundant equipment prior to entry into TS actions, revise appropriate Operations
procedures to conduct independent verification of implementation of TS actions
prior to entry and review applicable TS actions and assign a responsible owner at
the pre-job brief.

VII. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

.A. Failed Components:

None.
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B. Previous LERs on Similar Events:

A review of previous reportable events identified one previous similar event within
the last three years. The same TS action was missed during a dual unit trip event
in March 2009. The cause of the March event was attributed to divided operator
focus in response to an unexpected plant transient. Corrective actions
implemented after the March event would not have been expected to prevent this
event from occurring.

C. Additional Information:

None.

D. Safety System Functional Failure:

This event did not result in a safety system functional failure.

E. Unplanned Scram with Complications:

This condition did not result in an unplanned scram with complications.

VIII. COMMITMENTS

None.
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