
SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE CALL WITH AREVA-RICHLAND REGARDING 
REVISIONS TO CERTAIN RESPONSES TO REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

ON THE SUPERCRITICAL CARBON DIOXIDE LICENSE AMENDMENT APPLICATION 
(November 10, 2009) 

 
 

NRC Representatives:  Rafael L. Rodriguez, Blake Purnell, and Alex Murray 
 
AREVA Representatives:  Robert E. Link and Calvin D. Manning 
 
On November 10, 2009, staff from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and 
AREVA-Richland (AREVA) held a conference call to discuss the proposed revisions to certain 
responses to NRC’s Request for Additional Information (RAI) in support of the supercritical 
carbon dioxide license amendment application.  These RAIs were documented in an NRC letter 
to AREVA dated October 6, 2009.  Specifically, the NRC staff requested revisions to certain RAI 
responses in the areas of nuclear criticality safety and chemical safety where AREVA discussed 
the use of “design features” to meet the performance requirements in Title 10 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations (10 CFR), Section 70.61.  During the call, AREVA also discussed the 
timeline for addressing two outstanding issues in the area of nuclear criticality safety that were 
described in a conference call on August 20.  The following items were discussed during the 
conference call: 
 
a) Nuclear Criticality Safety 
 
AREVA discussed their proposed revisions to their responses to RAIs # 3 through 6 in their  
July 13, 2009, submittal.  In the proposed responses, AREVA declared specific items relied on 
for safety (IROFS) to prevent a criticality accident.  In addition, AREVA agreed to submit a 
revised Integrated Safety Analysis Summary that would include accident sequences, and 
appropriate IROFS, that were previously dismissed in the July 13, 2009, submittal. 
 
b) Chemical Safety 
 
AREVA discussed their proposed revisions to the RAI responses identified in the NRC letter 
dated October 6, 2009.  In the proposed responses, AREVA declared specific IROFS to prevent 
a catastrophic release of material that could exceed the requirements in 10 CFR 70.61.  AREVA 
also clarified the frequency for inspecting process vessels in the system.  Finally, AREVA 
described inspection activities that would be performed in order to support IROFS. 
 
The NRC staff clarified to AREVA that, even though the proposed responses appear to be 
acceptable, the information would only be reviewed and evaluated after being submitted in 
writing. 
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