
 
 
 
 
 
     February 23, 2010 
 
 
 
 
Joseph Y. Garrison, PhD 
Tennessee Historical Commission 
2941 Levanon Road 
Nashville, TN  37243-0442 
 
SUBJECT: WATTS BAR NUCLEAR PLANT, UNIT 2, OPERATING LICENSE 

APPLICATION REVIEW – SECTION 106 CONSULTATION 
 
Dear Dr. Garrison: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is reviewing an application submitted by the 
Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) for an operating license for Watts Bar Nuclear Plant (WBN), 
Unit 2, located in Rhea County, Tennessee, at the northern end of the Chickamauga Reservoir, 
Tennessee River Mile 528.  
 
In a letter dated September 10, 2009, NRC notified the Tennessee Historical Commission that 
the NRC intends to use the National Environmental Policy Act process for Section 106 
purposes, in accordance with 36 CFR § 800.8(c). 
 
As part of the NRC staff’s independent environmental review, the NRC staff met with the 
Tennessee Historical Commission on October 8, 2009, to discuss the proposed action, known 
issues, and the path forward for completing the Section 106 process for the NRC.  TVA 
completed the Section 106 process and consultation with the Tennessee Historical 
Commission.  The Tennessee Historical Commission submitted a letter to TVA dated 
January 4, 2007, as evidence of compliance with Section 106.  The Tennessee Historical 
Commission concurred that there are no National Register of Historic Places listed or eligible 
properties affected by this undertaking. 
 
As discussed in our meeting on October 8, 2009, and as you requested, we are requesting a 
letter of determination from the Tennessee Historical Commission for the NRC operating license 
action for WBN, Unit 2, to satisfy NRC compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. § 470f). 
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If you have any questions concerning the NRC’s review of this operating license application, 
please contact me at 301-415-6606 or by e-mail at Joel.Wiebe@nrc.gov. 
 
      Sincerely, 
      
 
      /RA/ 
 
      Joel S. Wiebe, Senior Project Manager 
      Watts Bar Special Projects Branch 
      Division of Operating Reactor Licensing 
      Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
Docket No. 50-391 
 
cc:  Distribution via Listserv 
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