November 20, 2009

G. Paul Bollwerk, Ill, Chair Dr. Anthony J. Baratta

Administrative Judge Administrative Judge

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001 Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Dr. William W. Sager

Administrative Judge

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

In the Matter of
TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
(Bellefonte Nuclear Power Plant, Units 3 and 4)
Docket Nos. 52-014 and 52-015

Dear Administrative Judges:

In response to the Licensing Board’s (“Board”) September 18, 2009, Memorandum and
Order, the NRC staff (“Staff”) is providing the Board and the other parties with an update to the
Staff's schedule for issuing its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and Advanced
Safety Evaluation Report (ASER).

In its September 22, 2009 letter to the Board, the Staff informed the Board that the
October meeting agenda for the Advisory Committee for Reactor Safeguards (ACRS)
Subcommittee on the AP1000 only included a discussion of the AP1000 Design Control
Document (DCD), and not a discussion of the Bellefonte SER with open items. The Staff
indicated in its September 22, 2009, letter that it still planned on issuing the Bellefonte SER with

open items chapters in conjunction with the AP1000 DCD chapters, but the Bellefonte SER with



Judge Bollwerk -2- November 20, 2009
Judge Sager

Judge Barratta

open items would not be the subject of ACRS meetings at this time. In an October 2, 2009,
report to the Chairman,’ the Chairman of the ACRS stated that the ACRS AP1000
Subcommittee had determined that it was impractical to perform the DCD and the AP1000
reference combined license (COL) application reviews in parallel as requested by the Staff.
Instead, the ACRS had agreed to conduct the reviews in series.

The Staff is still issuing chapters of the SER with open items for Bellefonte but will not be
engaging the ACRS anytime soon on these chapters. This is because, as noted above, the
ACRS is no longer reviewing the DCD and Bellefonte chapters in parallel and because, as
noted in the Staff's May 28, 2009, letter to the Board, the reference COL (RCOL) application will
transition from the Bellefonte 3 and 4 COL application to the Vogtle 3 and 4 COL application
after issuance of the last Bellefonte SER with open items chapter. Therefore, when the Staff
does engage the ACRS on the AP1000 RCOL review sometime next year, it will be on the
Vogtle 3 and 4 COL application.

To date, the Staff has issued the SER with open items for 16 of the 19 Bellefonte
chapters. The chapters not yet issued are 6, 9 and 15. In addition, when the Staff issued
Chapter 3 for Bellefonte it did not include sections 3.7 (Seismic Design) and 3.8 (Design of
Category 1 Structures). The Staff expects to issue Chapters 9 and 15 with open items for
Bellefonte by mid-December. Bellefonte Chapter 6, and sections 3.7 and 3.8 will be scheduled
once the AP1000 DCD SER schedule is developed for these sections. The staff anticipates that
a more detailed schedule for the Bellefonte COL 3 and 4 safety review will be available by the

Spring of 2010.

! Letter from Mario V. Bonaca, Chairman of the Advisory Committee for Reactor Safeguards, to
Gregory B. Jaczko, Chairman of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, “Summary Report - 565th
Meeting of the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards, September 10-12, 2009, and Other Related
Activities of the Committee,” (ML092690075).
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The Board also requested that the Staff provide an estimate of how much time is needed
to issue its DEIS related to Bellefonte 3 and 4 once TVA'’s Board of Directors makes its decision
regarding Bellefonte Units 1 and 2, assuming the TVA Board of Directors’ decision is not to
proceed with the completion of either one or both of those existing units. A TVA Board decision
as described by the ASLB, in the first quarter of 2011 versus the second quarter 2011, is not
anticipated to affect the Staff's expected issuance date for the DEIS — the Fall of 2011. This is
because the Staff expects significant time and effort to resolve technical issues related to the
hydrology review as well as the need to conduct additional environmental review resulting from
the proposed modification to TVA’s interconnection system.

TVA informed the Staff in a September 4, 2009, letter® that an updated TVA
interconnection system impact study has identified the need for a 5™ 500 kV transmission line to
support the Bellefonte site. The letter indicates that more information regarding the 5" 500 kV
offsite power line will be provided at a later date in revisions to both TVA’s environmental report

and its final safety analysis report. Chapter 8 of the Bellefonte SER with open items identifies

this issue as an open item.

? Letter from Andrea L. Sterdis, Manager, New Nuclear Licensing and Industry Affairs, Nuclear
Generation Development and Construction, Tennessee Valley Authority, to U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission Document Control Desk, “Bellefonte Combined License Application - FSAR Section 8.2 -
Offsite Power System,” (ML092520144).
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As stated above, the Staff anticipates providing the Board and parties with a more
detailed safety review schedule in the Spring of 2010. If the Staff is unable to meet this
milestone, it will inform the Board promptly. As in the past, the Staff will update the Board and

the other parties if any significant new information becomes available.

Respectfully submitted,

/Signed (electronically) by/
Jody C. Martin
Counsel for NRC Staff
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop O-15 D21
Washington, DC 20555-0001
(301) 415-1569
Jody.Martin@nrc.gov

CC:
See attached certificate of service
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Southern Alliance for Clean Energy Stephen J. Burdick, Esq.
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Savannah, GA 31401 Alan H. Gutterman, Esq.
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Edward J. Vigluicci, Esq. Louise Gorenflo

Tennessee Valley Authority Bellefonte Efficiency & Sustainability Team
400 W. Summit Hill Dr., WT 6A-K 185 Hood Drive

Knoxville, TN 37902 Crossville, TN 38555

(E-mail: ejvigluicci@tva.gov) (E-mail: Igorenflo@gmail.com)

Louis A. Zeller

Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League
P.O. Box 88

Glendale Springs, NC 28629

(E-mail: BREDL@skybest.com)
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