December 28, 2009

Ms. Nancy Sutley, Chair
Council on Environmental Quality
Executive Office of the President
722 Jackson Place, NW
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Ms. Sutley:

Enclosed please find the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) Cooperating Agency
Report regarding all Environmental Impact Statements (EISs) and Environmental Assessments
(EAs) begun during Fiscal Year 2009.

As stated during previous interactions and correspondence with Council on Environmental
Quality representatives, the NRC does not routinely use cooperating agency agreements.
However, the NRC has sixteen environmental impact statements in progress that involve
cooperating agencies. During the FY 2009 reporting period, fifteen of those sixteen
environmental impact statement involved U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ participation with the
NRC under one Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The NRC/Army Corps of Engineers
MOU allows each Army Corps of Engineer District Office to determine if it wishes to enter into a
cooperating agency relationship with NRC. In other cases we routinely and extensively consult
with other Federal, State, Tribal and local entities during development of EISs and EAs. We
believe that these efforts to seek other agencies' input achieve the spirit of more formal
Cooperating Agency relationships.

We appreciate the opportunity to continue providing information on this matter. If you need
further information from the NRC, please contact me or Richard Turtil of my staff. Mr. Turtil can
be reached at 301-415-2308 or E-mail: Richard.Turti@NRC.GOV.

Sincerely,

/RA/
Mark R. Shaffer, Director
Division of Intergovernmental Liaison
and Rulemaking
Office of Federal and State Materials
and Environmental Management Programs
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