
Environmental Assessment for the proposed transmission lines to the Eagle Rock Enrichment Facility

North Wind Working Plan
The natural and cultural resource specialists required for completing the proposed work, from staff located at
North Wind's Idaho Falls office, have worked in the area for a number of years and are familiar with the issues
and federal requirements pertinent to this project. North Wind will conduct three basic tasks: 1) Management,
Permitting, and Literature Search/Data Gathering; 2) Field Surveys; and 3) Reporting. Each of these is briefly
described below.

1. Management, Permitting, and Literature SearchlData Gathering
North Wind, in conjunction with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), will complete a file search of past
cultural resource surveys or known properties along the proposed corridors. North Wind will also complete a
literature search of Department of Energy (DOE) Idaho National Lab (INL), BLM, Idaho Department of Fish and
Game (IDFG), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and other appropriate files for information pertaining to threatened,
endangered, or sensitive plants and animals known or suspected to occur along the proposed corridors.

2. Field Surveys
North Wind has met with the BLM, DOE, Rocky Mountain Power, and AREVA representatives to review the
proposed route of the transmission lines, and to determine the transmission line corridor that will need to be field
surveyed. The corridor surveyed will be approximately 300 feet wide along the centerline of the transmission
line routes. Three transmission line routes will be surveyed: 1) the route from the west originating at the
Antelope Substation and traveling south to near Highway 20, then east along Highway 20, then north within the
proposed EREF site, 2) a route from the east originating at the Bonneville Substation and routed west along an
existing 69 kV transmission line route to the Kettle Substation near the EREF site, continuing west to the EREF
site, then north within the proposed EREF site and 3) a route from the east originating at the Bonneville
Substation and traveling south to near Highway 20, then west along Highway 20 to the EREF site, then north
within the proposed EREF site.
North Wind will field the necessary individuals - composed of specialists in wetlands, hazardous materials,
wildlife biology, botany, and cultural resources - to complete a pedestrian survey of proposed transmission line
corridors. All cultural resources, wetland boundaries, hazardous materials, sensitive plants, or other resources
of significance will be marked with a GPS and appropriate field forms will be completed and photographs taken.

3. Reporting
North Wind will prepare a single Environmental Assessment (EA) report that discusses the affected
environmental and environmental consequences of building the transmission corridors. In general, this will be
prepared in a BLM NEPA compliant format for easy inclusion into the EIS. As such, the report will address all of
the typical BLM critical resources of the human environmental and other important resources that are included in
BLM NEPA compliant documents. The resources to be addressed for the environmental assessment are
expected to include the following: Air Quality; Cultural Resources; Economic and Social Values; Environmental
Justice; Invasive, Non-Native Species; Migratory Birds; Native American Religious Concerns; Paleontological
Resources; Range Resources; Recreational Use; Soil Resources; Threatened, Endangered, and Sensitive
Plants; Threatened, Endangered, and Sensitive Animals; Tribal Treaty Rights and Interests; Vegetation; Visual
Resources; Wastes, Hazardous and Solid; Water Quality (Surface and Ground); Wetland and Riparian Zones;
Wilderness; Wildlife.

A separate cultural resources report will be prepared to BLM and SHPO standards. A separate HAZMAT report
will be created, if warranted, to describe any hazardous materials that are found along the corridor. A separate
wetland report will be created to identify any wetlands or wetland boundaries that fall within the proposed
corridor. A formal biological assessment is not expected to be necessary; all relevant biological information on
plants and animals along the corridor will be included in the botanical and wildlife sections of the EA report.

North Wind will not include tribal consultations, other agency interaction, or public involvement in their report.


