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Regulatory Process

• Rulemaking

• Licensing
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• Inspection & Enforcement



What is Rulemaking?

• A process federal agencies use for developing 
regulations
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• NRC regulations impose requirements that 
applicants and licensees must meet to use 
nuclear material or operate a nuclear facility



NRC Rulemaking 
Authority

• Atomic Energy Act -1954 (AEA)
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• Administrative Procedure Act - 1946 
(APA)



Stakeholder Involvement in the 
Rulemaking Process

Identify 
need for 

rulemaking

Regulatory 
Basis 

(Technical 
Basis)

Proposed
Rule 

(~ 1yr)

Final Rule 
(~ 1yr)
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Opportunities for public 
participation may include:

• Public meetings and 
workshops.

• Opportunities to comment on 
draft documents such as 
regulatory basis, issue 
papers, etc..

• Public comments are important  
and will be considered in the  
development of the regulatory 
basis.

• APA requires Proposed Rule 
to be published in the Federal 
Register.

• Solicit stakeholder comment on the 
Proposed Rule, the Regulatory 
Analysis,  the Information Collection 
burden, and the Environmental      
Assessment.

• May include opportunities to comment 
on draft guidance documents.

• May include public meetings.

• Normal public comment 
period is 75 days.

• Comment consideration.

• APA requires Final 
Rule to be published in the 
Federal Register.

Opportunities for public participation.
Pre-Rulemaking Activities

Rulemaking Activities

Triggering events include:

• Petition for rulemaking 
from public (Notice of  
receipt published in 
Federal Register  
requesting for comments).

• Congressional 
mandate/Executive 
Branch Order.

• NRC Initiated.
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