
 
 

Decommissioning Trust Funds Short Falls 

Message: The NRC has determined that the requirements to provide reasonable 
assurance of decommissioning funding are necessary to ensure the 
adequate protection of public health and safety. 

Every two years the NRC reviews the decommissioning funding amounts 
necessary for radiological decontamination and decommissioning a 
commercial nuclear power plant, to NRC standards.  In the latest review, 
the NRC determined that 26 units did not meet decommissioning funding 
assurance.   

1. Although the NRC has determined that 26 commercial nuclear power plants are not 
providing decommissioning funding assurance (decommissioning trust fund short fall), 
the NRC also determined that 78 commercial nuclear power plants are currently 
providing decommissioning funding assurance. 

2. The identified decommissioning funding assurance short falls are being addressed by 
the NRC on a case-by-case basis. 

Key points: 

• NRC regulations at 10 CFR 50.75 provide the requirements for decommissioning 
funding assurance; such as submitting, every two years, decommissioning funding 
reports by March 31, 2009, based on December 31, 2008 financial statements. 

• Decommissioning funding assurance means reasonable assurance that a commercial 
nuclear power plant will have all the necessary financial resources to radiologically 
decontaminate and decommission to NRC standards at the future time of permanent 
cessation of operations. 

• The identified 26 Decommissioning Trust Funds Short Falls reflect the recent economic 
environment and financial recession. 

• Decommissioning Trust Funds are external to the control and influence of the 
commercial nuclear power plant licensee.  However, a licensee is responsible for 
providing all the necessary financial resources to the Decommissioning Trust Funds. 
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