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Design Certification Reviews

The Design Certification (DC) process allows an applicant to obtain approval of a
design through rulemaking.

DCs reduce licensing uncertainty by resolving design issues early in the license
process.

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is currently reviewing three DC
applications, one DC amendment, and one DC rule amendment to address the
requirements of the aircraft impact rule.

The NRC is making good progress on DC reviews; however delays have resulted
in some cases. Delays are primarily due to one or more of the following reasons:
the applicant’s performance, the submittal of design changes after the DC review
is underway or first-of-a-kind design applications that can be difficult and/or time
consuming to evaluate due to lack of standards or site specific data.
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Combined License Reviews and
Reasons for Delays

e As of June 30, 2009, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has
received 18 Combine License (COL) applications for 26 units.

e Overall progress on COL application reviews is good. Three COL
applications are before the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards
now.

e However, there have been difficulties with resolving design issues
having schedule and resource impacts to COL application reviews.

* In some cases, responsiveness and response content continue to
challenge vendors and applicants.

e Some applicants are changing designs aspects or business strategies
which impact the scope of their COL application reviews.
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New Reactor Hearing Process

e Section 189 of the Atomic Energy Act requires that the Commission hold hearings
in proceedings that grant, suspend, revoke, or amend Commission licenses.

* New reactor proceedings [Early Site Permits (ESPs), Combined Licenses (COLs)]
utilize the same hearing procedures as other NRC licensing actions.

e However, COLs and ESPs are also subject to uncontested or mandatory hearings,
meaning that a hearing will be held even in the absence of a request. Other types of
proceedings, such as license renewals and license amendments only hold hearings
upon request.

e Currently, seven COL proceedings have admitted contentions. One COL
proceeding has a pending contention before the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board.

* Five COL proceedings are on appeal to the Commission.
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