
ENCLOSURE 1 
 

 
Generic Letter Response Guidance Document Usage Notes 

 
 
Please keep the following points in mind as you review Enclosure 2 and plan your activities and 
generic letter response: 

 
• Performance of walkdowns –  

o The walkdowns that are recommended to complete the gas accumulation evaluations 
are quite rigorous and detailed, requiring, for example, accurate measurements of 
piping elevation changes.  These are not the typical system walkdowns performed by 
plant staff during the normal performance of their duties. 

o The enclosed guidance on what parts of each system could reasonably be expected 
to be walked-down in nine months should not be interpreted as defining the 
complete set of walkdowns that are required to respond to the generic letter.  The 
determination of which specific walkdowns will be completed within nine months will 
be based on the ability to plan and perform the effort at each plant.  Issues such as 
outage scope and schedule and accessibility of piping (due to radiation levels or 
insulation) may necessitate that the walkdowns be performed over a longer period of 
time.  This would mean that part of the necessary walkdowns would be performed 
within the 9-month response and the remainder would be completed at the next 
RFO.   

o A utility’s response to the generic letter must be based on a combination of system 
walkdowns and other information necessary to adequately respond to the NRC’s 
request.  For some licensees, this may mean that 100% of the walkdowns must be 
completed; others may answer the request after having performed a subset of the 
walkdowns combined (for example) with results of previous walkdowns, a review of 
controlled or verified engineering drawings or documents, pump testing and 
technical specification surveillances.  The determination of the activities necessary to 
support a complete 9-month response is a plant specific decision. 

 
• Acceptable void fraction – Utilities are expected to determine acceptable void fraction 

using the best information available at the time of your response.  This may include vendor 
information, NUREG guidance, or Owner’s Group documents that may be provided.  It is not 
necessary to complete extensive pump testing to respond to this item.  Licensee’s underlying 
belief must be that their systems are Operable.  If there is ever any question of Operability, 
an Operability Determination must be initiated immediately for systems governed by 
technical specifications.  Assume that the purpose of any future pump testing will be to 
confirm the information already available. 
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• Technical Specifications – The Industry’s Technical Specification Task Force is working on 
a generic technical specification change (called a TSTF) on this topic.  The TSTF will not be 
complete before the 9-month response is due.  A 3-month response is not required to state 
the fact that the technical specification change will not be complete within nine months.  
Licensees should consider including a commitment in their 9-month response to evaluate the 
TSTF for adoption when it is approved.  On the other hand, licensees must always ensure 
that their plant’s technical specifications are being met and take whatever actions may be 
necessary if there is a question in this regard. 


