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November 13, 2009

Steven Biegalski, Ph.D, P.E., Director
Nuclear Engineering Teaching Laboratory
Department of Mechanical Engineering

The University of Texas at Austin

J.J. Pickle Research Campus, Bldg. No. 159
Austin, Texas 78712

SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN LICENSE
RENEWAL APPLICATION FOR THE NUCLEAR ENGINEERING
TEACHING LABORATORY (TAC NO. L32659)

Dear Dr. Biegalski:

On December 13, 2007, the University of Texas at Austin (UTX-A) submitted an
application to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) requesting renewal of its
Special Nuclear Materials License (SNM-180). UTX-A submitted supplements to its
application on January 29, and February 20, 2009. Pursuant to Title 10 of the Code of
Federal Regulations (10 CFR), Part 70, Materials License SNM-180 is renewed for a
10-year-term, and expires 10 years from the date of issuance of this letter and the
enclosed license.

The NRC staff has prepared a Safety Evaluation Report (SER) related to the continuing
operation of your facility, which documents the review of the renewal application and the
NRC’s conclusion. Additionally, in accordance with 10 CFR 51.22(c)(14)(v), the NRC
staff has reviewed the license renewal application and has concluded that the proposed
activities are categorically excluded from the requirements of preparing an
Environmental Assessment or an Environmental Impact Statement.

The NRC staff has revised the following Safety Condition that was in the expired license,
so that it currently reads in the renewed license as:

9. Authorized use: For use in accordance with the statements, representations, and
conditions specified in the licensee’s application dated December 13, 2007,
(Application and RAI Responses) and supplements dated January 29, and
February 20, 2009.

The following Safety Conditions that appeared in the expired license have been removed
from the renewed license as the license renewal application, which is made a part of the
renewed license, affirms UTX-A’s commitment to such Safety Conditions:

11. Prior to working with or handling licensed nuclear material, all personnel shall
receive training or shall be under the supervision of persons who have received
training in the formal radiation safety program.

12. The licensee shall review radiation dose data at least annually to ensure that

doses are maintained As Low As Reasonably Achievable and shall report the
findings of the assessment to the Radiation Safety Committee.
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Also, the following Safety Condition from the expired license was deleted because it is
related to a safety system that is not required for compliance with 10 CFR 70.24:

13.

The licensee is exempted from the requirements of 10 CFR 70.24, insofar as this
section applies to materials in License Condition 6A and B covered by this
license.

Enclosed are copies of the renewed Materials License SNM-180 (Enclosure 1) and the
SER (Enclosure 2).

Upon issuance of this letter, TAC L32659 will be closed.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Rafael L. Rodriguez, of
my staff at 301-492-3111, or via e-mail to Rafael.Rodriguez@nrc.gov.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC’s “Rules of Practice,” a copy of this letter
and redacted versions of the renewed license and the SER will be available
electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room, or from the
Publically Available records component of the NRC’s document system (ADAMS).
ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web Site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/adams.html.

Sincerely,
IRA/

Michael D. Tschiltz, Deputy Director
Fuel Facility Licensing Directorate
Division of Fuel Cycle Safety
and Safeguards
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

Docket No.: 70-157
License No.: SNM-180

Enclosures:

i A

Materials License No. SNM-180 (Non-Public Version)
Safety Evaluation Report (Non-Public Version)
Materials License No. SNM-180 (Public Version)
Safety Evaluation Report (Public Version)

Document transmitted contains Security-Related
Information. When separated from Enclosures 1 and
2, this document is decontrolled.
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