
 
November 12, 2009 

 
ORGANIZATION:  Nuclear Energy Institute  

 
SUBJECT:   SUMMARY OF THE LICENSE RENEWAL MEETING BETWEEN THE 

U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION STAFF AND THE 
NUCLEAR ENERGY INSTITUTE 

 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff (NRC or the staff) and representatives of the 
Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) met on October 28, 2009, in a Category 2 public meeting, to 
discuss generic license renewal topics and activities.  Enclosures to this letter are: (1) list of 
meeting participants and (2) meeting agenda.  A summary of the meeting’s discussions follows. 
 
1. Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) Status 
 

a. NRC staff stated that six public meetings to discuss the draft GEIS were recently 
completed.  The opportunity to comment on the GEIS has been extended to 
January 12, 2010.  Comments are being solicited for input on how to implement the 
final version of the rule.  The final rule that revises the GEIS is expected to be issued 
in 2011. 

 
2. Status of License Renewal Interim Staff Guidance (LR-ISG) 

 
a. Boral Degradation in Spent Fuel Pool (LR-ISG-2009-01) 

 
NRC staff stated that this draft LR-ISG has been delayed to complete 
implementation of the backfit discussion outlined in the revised LR-ISG process (LR-
ISG-2007-01).  This draft ISG is scheduled to be issued for a 30 day public comment 
period in November 2009.  NRC is also evaluating how the issues discussed in this 
LR-ISG will affect current renewed license holders.  An Information Notice 
referencing the Palisades operating experience with blistering and degradation of 
Boral plates in spent fuel pools was issued on October 28, 2009 (ADAMS 
ML093010229).  This LR-ISG will provide an acceptable license renewal Aging 
Management Program (AMP) to ensure that Boral plates in the spent fuel pool will 
perform their safety function during the period of extended operation. 
 
There was a discussion regarding how the degradation of Boral in spent fuel pools 
will be addressed under Part 50 as a current operating issue. 

 
b. Revision to the LR-ISG Process (LR-ISG-2007-01) 

 
NRC staff stated that the final LR-ISG was issued in the Federal Register on 
August 17, 2009 (ADAMS ML091950069) and has been posted on the public 
website. 

 
c.   Electrical Cable Connections Not Subject to 10 CFR Part 50.49 Environmental 

Qualification Requirements (LR-ISG-2007-02) 
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NRC staff stated that this final LR-ISG is on track to be issued in November 2009.  
This LR-ISG reflects comments received from the industry and will clarify the one-
time inspection of a representative sample of electrical connections.  NRC staff is 
finalizing this LR-ISG in accordance with the revised LR-ISG process (LR-ISG-2007-
01) format. 

 
3. Performance of One-Time Volumetric Inspection of Socket Welds in Small Bore Piping  
 

a. The NRC staff stated that AMP XI.M35 recommends a one-time volumetric 
inspection of small bore piping.  This AMP is applicable to plants that have not 
demonstrated issues with socket welds in small bore piping.  Plants with these 
issues should use a plant-specific program.  NRC believes that appropriate 
inspection requirements for this issue are currently addressed in the Generic Aging 
Lessons Learned (GALL) report.   

  
Industry stated that the GALL report does not address small bore piping socket 
welds and that industry follows the American Society of Mechanical Engineer code 
requirements for visual inspections of these types of welds.  Industry also requested 
that the NRC share their operating experience on this issue.  A meeting will be 
coordinated to discuss this issue in the near future. 

 
4. Status of GALL 
 

a. The NRC staff stated that work is progressing on the GALL report update initiative.  
The staff plans to post available draft GALL report information on the license renewal 
public web page by the end of December 2009.  This will include a majority of the 
AMPs and select Aging Management Review (AMR) line items.  The staff plans to 
engage with industry discipline specific groups in early 2010 to discuss the draft 
material.   The staff plans to issue the draft updates for the GALL report and 
Standard Review Plan for License Renewal for a 45 day formal public comment 
period in early April, 2010.  A public workshop to discuss the draft updates is planned 
for late April, 2010.  Following receipt and resolution of public comments on the draft 
updates, the staff will prepare the final revisions of the license renewal guidance 
documents for planned issuance in December, 2010. 

 
NEI stated that they are providing additional comments on the draft update for the 
GALL report. 

 
5. Regional Counterparts Meeting Summary 
 

a. NRC staff stated that headquarters and regional staff had productive discussions 
regarding updates to Inspection Procedure 71003, lessons learned, audit 
coordination, and preparation for license renewal presentations at the Regulatory 
Information Conference in 2010. 
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6. New Topics 
 

a. NRC staff discussed progress on the international GALL. 
 
b. NEI asked about the status of the revision to Regulatory Information Summary (RIS) 

07-16, “Implementation of the Requirements of 10 CFR 54.37(b) for Holders of 
Renewed Licenses.”  The NRC stated that they are currently reviewing the revision 
to this RIS. 

 
7. Public Participation 
 
No member of the public provided comments or asked questions at the meeting. 
 
Future meetings are tentatively scheduled for February 24, May 26, August 25, and 
November 17, 2010. 

 
 

            /RA/ 
 

            Ian F. Spivack, Project Manager 
            Program Operations Branch 
            Division of License Renewal  
            Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
 
Enclosures:   
As stated 
 
cc w/encls:  See next page 
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ENCLOSURE 1 

 

Participant List 
 
License Renewal Meeting Between the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Staff 

and the Nuclear Energy Institute 
 

October 29, 2009 
 
 

Participant Affiliation 
    

Brian Holian NRC 
Bo Pham NRC 

Travis Tate NRC 
Jerry Dozier NRC 
Ian Spivack NRC 
Allen Hiser NRC 

Bart Fu NRC 
Louise Lund NRC 

Rachel Vaucher NRC 
Julie Keys NEI 
Jim Riley NEI 

Michael Fallin Constellation 
Tony Harris STARS 
Mike Heath Progress Energy 
Dave Flyte Susquehanna SES 
Al Fulvio Exelon 

Kam Putnam Duane Arnold 
Linda Bugoli DTE Energy 

Karen Fujikawa Structural Integrity 
Abbas Mostala Energy Northwest 

Cliff Coster FENOC 
Paul Aitken Dominion 
Fred Polaski Polaski Consulting LLC 
Chao-Jen, Li ITRI 
Liu, Jin-Yaus ITRI/TAIWAN 

Garry G. Young Entergy 
Reza Ahrabli Entergy 

Alan Cox Entergy 
Eric Clocher STARS 

Gary M. Adkins TVA 
Ken Brune TVA 

Jon Hornbuckle SNC 
Carlos Sisco Winston and Strawn 
Dave Bremer Nebraska Public Power- Cooper 

Bill Vietor NPPD 
Chris Mallner Progress Energy 

Anthony F. Ploplis Progress Energy 
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Participant Affiliation 
    

Rick Cliché Nextera-Seabrook 
Massoud Tafazzoli Areva 

Kathryn Sutton Morgan Lewis 
 
 



 

 
ENCLOSURE 2 

 

Agenda 
 

License Renewal Meeting Between the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) Staff 
and the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) 

 
October 28, 2009 

 
 

Generic License Renewal Topics Lead 
  
1. Generic Environmental Impact Statement Status Update 
 

NRC 

2.   Status of ISG for: 
  

a. Boral in Spent Fuel Pool 
 b. 2007-01: Process for Interim Staff Guidance 
 c. 2007-02: Electrical Cable Connections Not Subject to  
     10 CFR 50.49 Environmental Qualification Requirements 
 

NRC 

3.   Performance of one-time volumetric inspections of Socket Welds in 
Small Bore Piping 
 

NRC 

4.   Generic Aging Lessons Learned (GALL) update status 
 

NRC 

5.   Regional Counterparts Meeting Summary NRC 
 

6.   New Topics 
 

NRC/NEI 

7.   Public participation All 
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Nuclear Energy Institute  
 
cc: 
 

 
 

Ms. Christine S. Salembier, Commissioner 
State Liaison Officer  
Department of Public Service 
112 State Street, Drawer 20 
Montipelier, VT  05620-2601 
 
Mr. Frederick W. Polaski 
Manager License Renewal 
Exelon Corporation 
200 Exelon Way 
Kennett Square, PA  19348 
 
Mr. Clifford I. Custer 
Project Manager, License Renewal 
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company 
P.O. Box 4 
Route 168 (Mail Stop SIM-2) 
Shippingport, PA  15077 
 
Mr. Paul Gunter, Director 
Reactor Watchdog Project 
Nuclear Information & Resource Service 
6930 Carroll Avenue, Suite 340 
Takoma Park, MD  20912 
 
Mr. Hugh Jackson 
Public Citizen's Critical Mass Energy & 
  Environment Program 
215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC  20003 
 
Mr. Chalmer Myer 
40 Inverness Center Parkway 
P.O. Box 1295 
Birmingham, AL  35201  
 
Ms. Mary Olson 
Nuclear Information & Resource Service 
Southeast Office 
P.O. Box 7586 
Asheville, NC  28802  
 
 
 

Mr. Garry G. Young 
Manager, License Renewal Services 
1448 SR 333, N-GSB-45 
Russellville, AR  72802 
 
Ms. Lorrie Bell, Project Manager 
Wolf Creek Nuclear Operating Corporation 
P.O. Box 411 
Burlington, KS  66839 
 
Mr. Roger Stewart 
Progress Energy Carolinas, Inc. 
3581 West Entrance Road 
RNP A9 
Hartsville, SC  29550 
 
Mr. Michael H. Crowthers, Supervisor 
Nuclear Regulatory Affairs 
PPL Susquehanna, LLC 
Two North Ninth Street (GENPL4) 
Allentown, PA  18101-1179 
 
Mr. Michael A. Balduzzi 
Sr. Vice President & COO 
Regional Operations, NE 
Entergy Nuclear Operations 
440 Hamilton Avenue 
White Plains, NY  10601 
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