
 
 
 
 
     January 14, 2010 
 
 
Mr. Mahesh Vidyasagar, Project Manager 
ExxonMobil Environmental Services 
12450 Greenspoint Drive 
GSC-GP6-1004 
Houston Texas 77060 
 
SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF INTENT TO SUBMIT A LICENSE 

AMENDMENT FOR THE EXXONMOBIL HIGHLAND RECLAMATION 
PROJECT, LICENSE SUA-1139 

 
Dear Mr. Vidyasagar: 
 
By letter dated August 28, 2009, ExxonMobil submitted a notice of intent to submit a 
license amendment application for the Highland Reclamation Project.  ExxonMobil 
proposes to re-define the proposed long-term surveillance and monitoring boundary, 
including the establishment of new and revised alternate concentration limits with 
associated points of compliance and points of exposure.  We understand that this 
request may be submitted in the Spring 2010. 
 
To help ensure that this amendment will be sufficiently complete to conduct a detailed 
review, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff believes that certain 
elements should accompany the proposed license amendment application.  Specifically, 
ExxonMobil should include: 
 

• A discussion of the past commitments made to the Wyoming Department of 
Environmental Quality about the disposition of the Pit Lake area and their 
impacts, if any, on the proposal. 

 
• A description of all models used to predict contaminant concentrations seeping 

from the mill tailings, and any issues that could bear on the validity of those 
models. 

 
• A discussion of how the license amendment will comply with, as necessary, the 

stability requirements established in 10 CFR Part 40 Appendix A and the several 
factors listed in Criterion 5B6(a-b) of Appendix A that must be considered 
regarding the approval of alternate concentration limits. 

 
• A demonstration that the re-defined boundary won’t result in the site requiring 

active maintenance. 
 
Also, prior to ExxonMobil’s submittal of the license amendment application, the NRC 
staff suggests that a meeting with ExxonMobil is appropriate to discuss the information it 
believes is necessary to support the environmental review (e.g., information normally 
contained in the environmental report). 
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Tom McLaughlin, NRC 
Project Manager for the Highland Reclamation Project, at (301) 415-5869 or via e-mail to 
Thomas.McLaughlin@nrc.gov. 
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In accordance with 10 CFR 2.390 of the NRC=s ARules of Practice,@ a copy of this letter will be 
available electronically for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room or from the 
Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC=s Agency-wide Documents Access and 
Management System (ADAMS).  ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html (the Public Electronic Reading Room). 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      Keith I. McConnell, Deputy Director 
      Decommissioning and Uranium Recovery 
        Licensing Directorate 
      Division of Waste Management 
        and Environmental Protection 
      Office of Federal and State Materials 
        and Environmental Management Programs 
 
Docket No.:  40-8102 
 
License No.:  SUA-1139 
 
 
cc:  K. Frederick, WDEQ 
      M. Thiesse, WDEQ 
      S. Ingle, WDEQ 
      M. Moxley, WDEQ 
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