U. S. Coast Guard
Tritium Exit Sign Inventory

The Coast Guard respectfully submits the results of our data call to locate and/or report
on the disposition of the Tritium Exit Signs listed on the spreadsheet provided by the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). This report is submitted in support of your
January 2009 Demand for Information (DFI) that was sent to the U. S. Coast Guard. We
appreciate the opportunity to respond to this DFI.

Of the 712 Tritium Exit Sign entries listed on the spreadsheet you provided to the Coast
Guard, 3 signs (item numbers 31, 32 and 33) were not purchased by the Coast Guard, but
rather by Coast Port Services, a private company. In addition, item 94 is listed again as
items 96 and 98 and item 95 is also listed as items 97 and 99. Also, items 180-183 are
again listed as items 184-187. As such, there are 8 redundant entries on the list. With
these inaccuracies, the total number of Tritium Exit Signs the Coast Guard was tasked to
inventory total 701.

We were able to positively identify 321 signs from the list as being in the location where
they were originally installed. All of these signs have the corresponding label attached.

We identified 93 signs that have been disposed of properly. We have documentation
demonstrating that these signs were either returned to the manufacturer or sent to a
licensed low level radioactive isotope disposal facility.

We have 24 signs that have been removed from their original location and are awaiting
disposal. The signs will be disposed of properly as outlined in the preceding paragraph.

In the course of conducting this inventory, we located 84 Tritium Exit Signs that were not
on your list, but are present at our facilities. 23 of these signs have their labels missing.
We also have documentation reflecting the proper disposal of an additional 133 Tritium
Exit signs that were not on the NRC-provided list. Although many of these signs were
located in the vicinity of positively identified signs, we did not assume that they were the
missing signs. Instead, we took a conservative approach and only positively identified
signs (currently installed or properly disposed of) are reported as such.

As an example, at our Cape May, New Jersey Training Center; Tritium Exit Signs not on
the NRC list and with the following serial number were found: 683281, CO15985,
CO15986, CO15988, CO15989, CO15991, CO15992, CO15994, H1331 and H1332.
This facility located an additional 33 Tritium Exit Signs that were installed, but with no
labels attached. Although it is likely that the 23 signs reported as missing at this facility
could be a part of the 33 signs not on the list you provided or with missing labels, we did
not make that assumption.
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The number of signs identified as being in their installed location, have been disposed of
properly (and have appropriate documentation), or are awaiting proper disposal constitute
71% of the total number of signs identified as under the Coast Guard’s control (918).
Although we would have preferred to report a higher percentage, we are taking positive
steps to ensure ALL Tritium Exit Signs currently in our possession or purchased in the
future are properly handled and disposed of.

We have 263 signs that we were not able to account for. For each sign that was initially
reported as “unaccounted”, we asked the responsible individual to re-perform the
inspection and look in additional locations where the signs might be found. We also
asked them to review old project files for possible mention of the disposition of the signs.
It is reasonable to suspect that, for the most part, these missing signs are associated with
building renovation or demolition projects conducted by private contractors for the Coast
Guard. We believe our personnel have conducted a thorough inquiry into the
whereabouts of the missing signs and have shown due diligence to secure the missing
information.

Although the Coast Guard requires all contractors performing work on our behalf to
comply with all applicable environmental laws and regulations, we do not feel
comfortable in reporting that the signs were properly disposed of without documentation
proving that this was, in fact, done.

The missing Tritium Exit Signs are the following items listed on the spreadsheet provide
to the Coast Guard by the NRC: 1-30, 42-95, 104-150, 153-158, 160, 161, 176-178, 184,
187-201, 203-212, 327-330, 361, 363, 365-367, 371-376, 378-381, 453, 468, 471, 479,
480, 493, 516, 517, 541, 542, 571, 572, 575-577, 588-602, 610, 615-628, 667, 668, 681-
683, 695-703, 711 and 712.

In each location where we currently have Tritium Exit Signs installed or awaiting
disposal, the Facility Managers have been instructed on the proper handling and disposal
of these signs and will ensure strict compliance with all provisions of 10 CFR Section
31.5.

Attached is the original spreadsheet provided by the NRC with the sign disposition
posted in column “W”. The legend is as follows:

R- redundant entry

I- installed in original location
D- properly disposed of

AD- awaiting proper disposal
U- unaccounted for
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