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Conference Call to Discuss Requests for Additional Information 
for the Fermi 3 COL Environmental Review 

 
October 20, 2009 

 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of the call was to discuss (1) new Requests for Additional Information (RAIs); (2) 
responses to RAIs submitted by Detroit Edison; and (3) miscellaneous items related to RAIs. 
 
Participants 
 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC):  Bruce Olson 
Argonne National Laboratory (Argonne):  Kirk LaGory 
 
Detroit Edison:  Randy Westmoreland, Chris Becker, Bob Peters 
 
Summary of Discussions and Associated Action Items 
 
The summary of discussions during the conference call is presented below.  Action items for the 
various parties, as specified, are identified below where followed by “[ACTION ITEM]”. 
 
1.  Follow-up to RAI Responses Discussed on September 11 Conference Call 

• NRC:  The NRC wants to establish a path forward on these RAIs.  Rather than resubmit 
RAIs as requested by Detroit Edison, NRC would prefer that subject matter experts 
(SMEs) and Detroit Edison technical staff hold a conference call to discuss and clarify 
RAIs.  Note: It will be understood that an NRC staff person and a Detroit Edison staff 
person would attend all discussions. 

• Detroit Edison:  RAIs of concern include GE 1.1-1, HY 4.6-1, HY 4.6-2, SE 2.5.2-3, TL 
4.1.2-1, and TL 4.1.2-2.  Detroit Edison will discuss the path forward for these RAIs with 
management and get back to NRC within a week. [ACTION ITEM]   

• NRC: New RAIs on these topics would not be different from the original, and therefore 
would be unnecessary. NRC plans to submit a new RAI related to the rayed bean. 
[ACTION ITEM] 

 
2.  New RAIs 

• NRC: NRC and Argonne are developing a set of new RAIs that are based on information 
needs that have emerged as the environmental review has proceeded.  Argonne 
provided an overview of new RAIs.  NRC plans to send these to Detroit Edison by the 
end of the month. [ACTION ITEM]   

• NRC:  Detroit Edison will have 30 days to inform NRC as to when responses would be 
submitted.  Responses would be expected no later than December 30, 2009. 

 
3.  Document Control Desk 
 
There was some discussion regarding the specifics of submitting documents to the document 
control desk for docketing.  
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• NRC:  NRC will check status/follow up or obtain assistance to follow up on status of 
recent environmental RAI submittals from Detroit Edison. A point of contact to work with 
at Detroit Edison was requested for these specific issues. [ACTION ITEMS] 

• Detroit Edison:  Detroit Edison plans to send future RAI responses as done in past: files 
on CDs to the NRC, and files to Argonne through Argonne’s ftp site.  GIS RAI responses 
will be provided in 2 batches, one for docketing and one as a courtesy copy. Detroit 
Edison has identified all GIS-based figures in the ER and will send files for those figures.  
The courtesy copy won’t match the docketed files exactly because of formatting issues. 

 
4.  Virtual Reading Room 

• Detroit Edison: Detroit Edison has had trouble getting the virtual reading room 
established by their staff. They have decided that the virtual reading room must be 
established by the end of this week or they will go with an outside vendor. [ACTION 
ITEM] 

 
5.  Discussion of Future RAIs 

• Detroit Edison: Several future RAIs were identified by NRC that require additional 
discussion.  We still need to discuss RAI’s scheduled for November and December, 
2009 responses.  Detroit Edison will get back with suggested dates for these 
discussions to take place. [ACTION ITEM] 

 
6.  Previous RAI Responses 

• Detroit Edison: What is the status of NRC’s review of August and September 
responses? 

• NRC:  An overview of RAI response concerns identified in the review was provided and 
a status table will be developed in the next week or so. [ACTION ITEM] 

 
7.  ESBWR Design Control Document (DCD) Revision 6 

• NRC:  Changes in ESBWR DCD Rev. 6 will have ramifications for several areas under 
review including accidents and human health.  NRC wants to be sure Detroit Edison is 
considering these changes as the respond to RAIs and revise the ER. 

• Detroit Edison: Most of the changes will be safety related. Detroit Edison is still 
determining how these changes will affect the RAIs and ER. [ACTION ITEM] 

 
8.  Other Items 

• Detroit Edison: Regarding previous discussion of RAI 4.3.1-6, Detroit Edison received 
information from Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) that stated 
they would need a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request to provide information on 
acreage of future wetland fill requested in applications pending with MDEQ. 

• NRC: In previous discussions, NRC had agreed that if a FOIA request was necessary, 
Detroit Edison would not be asked to provide information on pending fill. 
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