
November 2, 2009 
 
 
 
Mr. Kyle Pitsor 
Vice President, Government Relations 
The Association of Electrical 
  and Medical Imaging Equipment  
  Manufacturers 
1300 North 17th Street, Suite 1752 
Rosslyn, VA 22209 
 
Dear Mr. Pitsor, 
 
This is in response to your letter addressed to Martin Virgilio, dated October 2, 2009, writing to 
convey endorsement for the positions taken by the European Lamp Companies (ELC) regarding 
regulation by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) of consumer products containing 
trace amounts of certain radioactive isotopes.  ELC represents lamp manufacturers who sell 
consumer goods that emit ionizing radiation.  Specifically, the ELC recommends that the United 
States support their proposals in the appropriate Committees and Subcommittees of the IAEA to 
simplify the transportation provisions and exempt consumer products from the requirements of 
the IAEA Basic Safety Standards (BSS) and TS-R-1, Regulations for the Safe Transport of 
Radioactive Material.  I had previously met with Mr. Craig Updyke of your staff to discuss 
concerns on consumer products that emit ionizing radiation. 
 
The IAEA requirements documents, BSS and TS-R-1, are currently being revised by the IAEA.  
We anticipate that the draft revised BSS will be distributed by the IAEA for Member State 
comment in early 2010, while the revised draft of TS-R-1 is anticipated in mid to late 2010.  
When these drafts are issued, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) will advise you of the 
availability of the documents for review and comment.  At that time, NRC would suggest that the 
Association of Electrical and Medical Imaging Equipment Manufacturers (NEMA) submit its 
comments so that they could be considered within the United States’ comments for 
consideration.  If NEMA chooses to submit its comments and request for exemption of certain 
consumer products, you should include sufficient information to support the recommendation 
including a complete safety analysis that would include for example; quantities of material, 
technical safety analysis of the consumer products, and likely accidental scenarios.  We will 
consider your comments before providing our Member State comments to the IAEA. 
 
If you have any questions related to this matter, please contact Nima Ashkeboussi, at 301-415-
7637 or by email:  Nima.Ashkeboussi@nrc.gov. 
 

 
Sincerely, 

       
 
 

/RA/ 
Robert J. Lewis, Director 
Division of Materials Safety and State Agreements 
Office of Federal and State Materials 
  and Environmental Management Programs 
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