
Renate Gassmann-Duvall, DVM, Ph.D October 12, 2009 
P.O. Box 1266
 
Volcano, HI 96785
 

Dear Mr. Hayes, 

From 1984 to '86 I lived with my family in Pohakuloa (Mauna Kea State Park) on the Island of 
Hawaii. During those years I performed the veterinary care for the captive endangered birds at the 
Pohakuloa Endangered Species Facility (PESF), which was approximately one mile away from 
the Pohakuloa training area headquarters. My exhusband was the aviculturist for the project. 

Our major goal was the propagation of the critically endangered Hawaiian crow or 'Alala, 
Corvus hawaiiansis. Other birds propagated in Pohakuloa were: the Hawaiian goose or Nene, 
Nesochen sandvicensis, Hawaiian Duck or Koloa maoIi, Anas wyvilliana and the Laysan Duck, 
Anas laysanensis. 

Also, as a federally and state licensed rehabilitator, I would rehabilitate sick and/or injured wild 
birds and performed necropsies on dead wild birds found in and around the PESF. 

During the months of March, April and August, September, October of 1985 we observed a die 
offofwild birds in the vicinity of the PESF, mostly House Finches, Carpodaco mexicanus, 
House sparrows, Passer domesticus, but also the endemic Amakihi, Hemignatus virens. One 
Amakihi, found still alive on 9-30-09, died very abf!lPtly in a coiled posture with his head and 

--UiTId.ll'ledovefits back. To rule out an infectious disease, which could have been detrimental to 
our captive birds, wild birds alive or dead were sent to the Wildlife Health Laboratory in 
Madison, WI, or to the State Laboratory in Honolulu, Division ofAnimal Industry. Diagnostic 
results were inconclusive. All dead or dying birds were found in the open. When birds are dying 
in the open it is generally due to trauma, environmental catastrophes, or primary -secondary 
poisoning. Birds dying of natural causes or even due to an infectious disease almost always die in 
a sheltered place. 

Observations during Gulfwar times mentioned that "Beduins from Kuwait battlefields, which 
US-soldiers used as training grounds, reported that hundreds of dead camels, sheep and birds lie 
in the desert. Examination made by an American Veterinarian, a specialist for infectious 
diseases, showed that the animals di~neither from bullets nor from a disease. Some carcasses 
were covered with insects but the insects were also dead." 
Source: Siegwart Horst Gunther (MD, D.Sc, Ph.D): Depleted Uranium and Gulf War Syndrom. 
Excerpted from a lecture: "A study of the health situation in Iraque, resulting from the Gulf war 
and sanctions." 

Please consider this information as you make decisions on the Army's application. I would 
recommend that birds which are found dead, dying or diseased are evaluated with respect to DU 
toxicity. The possible effect ofDU on humans and animals makes an EIS imperative. 



Professional Background: 
I studied Veterinary Medicine in Hannover and Berlin (Gennany). Worked for several years as an 
scientific assistant at the Poultry Institute of the Free University of Berlin. Earned my Ph.D on 
the subject: "A comparative Study of different strains of the infectious bronchitis virus in chicken 
with nephritis-nephrosis syndrom". Free University, Berlin.l975. Got a specialist degree for 
Poultry diseases in 1977. Owned and managed a small animal Clinic in Berlin from 1978 to 
1982. I emigrated with my family to the US in 1983. Later I was hired by the State of Hawaii • 
as the veterinary consultant for PESF and later for the Olinda Endangered Species Facility on 
Maui. 

The source of the above die-off description in this testimony, is taken from my field notes during 
my time at the PESF. 

Please feel free if you have any questions to contact~ • 
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