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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
 
Justification
        Continental and local declines in numerous bird populations have led to concern 
for the future of migratory and resident bird species.  The reasons for declines are 
complex.  Habitat loss, habitat modification and fragmentation, loss of wintering and 
migratory habitat, and nest parasitism have been implicated.  In 1990, the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation brought together federal, state, and local government agencies, 
foundations, conservation groups, industry, and the academic community to form a 
program to address the problem.  Thus, Partners In Flight was conceived as a voluntary, 
international coalition dedicated to “keeping common birds common” and reversing the 
downward trends of declining species.  Participants in Wyoming Partners In Flight, the 
state working group of Partners In Flight, developed the Wyoming Bird Conservation 
Plan as part of the international Partners In Flight effort.
 
Purpose
        Effective and efficient ecological management involves determining which species 
and habitats are most in need of conservation.  This Plan identifies priority species and 
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habitats, and establishes objectives for bird populations and habitats in Wyoming.  The 
Plan not only focuses on microhabitat requirements of priority species, but also 
identifies landscape scale requirements.  Conservation actions are recommended and 
partnerships are identified to accomplish the objectives.
 
Scope
        Of the 246 breeding bird species in Wyoming, 91 priority species in 15 major habitat 
types are addressed in this version of the Plan.  If known, associated species that will 
benefit from management actions are listed with each priority species.  Coordinating 
conservation by habitat enables land managers and landowners to efficiently focus on a 
set of priority birds and specific habitat characteristics they need.
 
Objectives and Strategies
        Biological objectives are identified for each priority species in each habitat type to 
provide a target for ecological planning and implementation, and a bench mark for 
measuring success.  Population objectives identify endeavors needed to ensure 
adequate, science-based population trend data is available for each priority species.  
Habitat objectives are identified to support the population objectives and describe the 
condition, amount, and/or location of the habitat where management is needed.  
Recommendations for achieving these objectives follow.
 
Evaluation of Progress
        Inventory, monitoring, and research needs are listed that relate directly to 
management questions.  We intend this to be a dynamic document that will be updated 
and revised as new information surfaces.  Thus, we envision inventory, monitoring, and 
research fulfilling a critical link in the adaptive nature of this Plan.
 
Coordination
        Many partners were instrumental in writing this document.  However, coordination 
among existing and new partners is needed for the Plan to succeed.  As we progress in 
Plan implementation, we will integrate with other initiatives.  Information in the Plan 
can easily be linked with other landscape-level management programs.  Discussions 
regarding integration have already begun nationally with the North American 
Waterfowl Management Plan and Colonial Waterbird and Shorebird groups.  
International coordination is well under way with Canada and Mexico, and 
coordination of projects across international boundaries is planned for the 
implementation phase.  Although this Plan is specific to birds, coordination with other 
species groups will be a natural progression of implementation.
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                  Shrub Species Accounts
                         True Mountain Mahogany
                         Curlleaf Mountain Mahogany
                         Serviceberry
                         Gambel Oak
                         Antelope Bitterbrush
                         Skunkbush Sumac
                         Snowberry
                         Hawthorn
                         Wild Plum
                         Chokecherry
                         Boxelder
                  Information and Education
            References and Additional Reading
     Other Habitat Groups
            Specialized Habitats:  Cliffs, Rock Outcrops, and Canyons
                  Priority Bird Species in Specialized Habitats in Wyoming
            References and Additional Reading
 
PRIORITY BIRD SPECIES:  INFORMATION, ISSUES, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
     Level I (Conservation Action)
            American Bittern
            Trumpeter Swan
            Bald Eagle
            Northern Goshawk
            Swainson’s Hawk
            Ferruginous Hawk
            Peregrine Falcon
            Greater Sage-Grouse
            Columbian Sharp-tailed Grouse
            Mountain Plover
            Upland Sandpiper
            Long-billed Curlew
            Wilson’s Phalarope
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            Forster’s Tern
            Black Tern
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            Burrowing Owl
            Short-eared Owl
            Brewer’s Sparrow
            Sage Sparrow
            Baird’s Sparrow
            McCown’s Longspur
     Level II (Monitoring)
            Common Loon
            American White Pelican
            Harlequin Duck
            Merlin
            Snowy Plover
            Black-billed Cuckoo
            Yellow-billed Cuckoo
            Western Screech-Owl
            Eastern Screech-Owl
            Great Gray Owl
            Boreal Owl
            White-throated Swift
            Black-chinned Hummingbird
            Calliope Hummingbird
            Broad-tailed Hummingbird
            Rufous Hummingbird
            Lewis’ Woodpecker
            Williamson’s Sapsucker
            Red-naped Sapsucker
            Three-toed Woodpecker
            Black-backed Woodpecker
            Olive-sided Flycatcher
            Willow Flycatcher
            Hammond’s Flycatcher
            Gray Flycatcher
            Dusky Flycatcher
            Cordilleran Flycatcher
            Ash-throated Flycatcher
            Cassin’s Kingbird
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            Loggerhead Shrike
            Plumbeous Vireo
            Western Scrub-Jay
            Juniper Titmouse
            Bushtit
            Pygmy Nuthatch
            Brown Creeper
            Marsh Wren
            American Dipper
            Golden-crowned Kinglet
            Western Bluebird
            Townsend’s Solitaire
            Sage Thrasher
            Townsend’s Warbler
            MacGillivray’s Warbler
            Wilson’s Warbler
            Vesper Sparrow
            Lark Sparrow
            Lark Bunting
            Grasshopper Sparrow
            Chestnut-collared Longspur
            Dickcissel
            Bobolink
            Scott’s Oriole
     Level III (Local Interest)
            Western Grebe
            Clark’s Grebe
            Northern Harrier
            Golden Eagle
            Prairie Falcon
            White-tailed Ptarmigan
            Blue Grouse
            American Avocet
            Willet
            Common Poorwill
            Red-headed Woodpecker
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            Say’s Phoebe
            Clark’s Nutcracker
            Northern Rough-winged Swallow
            Rock Wren
            Canyon Wren
            Bewick’s Wren
            Veery
            Virginia’s Warbler
            Black-throated Gray Warbler
            Ovenbird
            Lazuli Bunting
            Bullock’s Oriole
            Black Rosy-Finch
            Brown-capped Rosy-Finch
       References and Additional Reading
 
INVENTORY, MONITORING, AND RESEARCH NEEDS
     Monitoring Wyoming’s Birds:  The Plan for Count-based Monitoring
            Introduction
            Background
            Statistical Targets and Assumptions
            Methods
            Partners
            Products
            Funding/Cost
            References and Literature Cited
     Monitoring Wyoming’s Birds:  Year 2002 Final Report
            Introduction
            Results
            Discussion
     Research Needs
 
OTHER ISSUES AND THREATS
     The Important Bird Area Program
     Shade-grown Coffee
     Pesticides
            When it Comes to Pesticides, Birds are Sitting Ducks
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            Effects of Pesticides and Contaminants on Neotropical Migrants
     Predation
            Human Assisted Predators
            Domestic Cat Predation on Birds and Other Wildlife
     Nest Parasitism
     Habitat Conversion
            Habitat Fragmentation
            Development
            Land Use Changes
            Native Habitat to Cropland
            Habitat Rehabilitation and Restoration
     Structures
            Communication Towers
            Windows
            Power Lines
            Wind Turbines
     Diseases
            West Nile Virus
     Effects of Noise on Birds
     References and Additional Reading
 
PUBLIC AWARENESS, OUTREACH, AND EDUCATION
     Resources
     Key Concepts About Bird Conservation
     References and Additional Reading
 
BIRD CONSERVATION PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
     Federal Funding Programs
     State Funding Programs
     Private Funding Programs
 
APPENDIX I
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