October 15, 2009

MEMORANDUM TO: Michael Tschiltz, Deputy Director
Fuel Facility Licensing Directorate
Division of Fuel Cycle Safety
and Safeguards
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

FROM: Cinthya Roman, Project Manager /RA/
Mixed Oxide and Uranium
Deconversion Branch
Division of Fuel Cycle Safety
and Safeguards
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

SUBJECT: PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE TO DISCUSS REVISION 1 TO
NUREG-1520, “STANDARD REVIEW PLAN FOR THE REVIEW
OF A LICENSE APPLICATION FOR A FUEL CYCLE FACILITY”

Background

On October 8, 2009, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff met with the Nuclear
Energy Institute (NEI), and other stakeholders at NRC Headquarters to discuss the changes to
NUREG-1520, “Standard Review Plan (SRP) for the Review of a License Application for a Fuel
Cycle Facility.” The attendance list for the meeting is contained in Enclosure 1.

On August 5, 2009 (74 FR 39117), the NRC published a notice of availability and request for
public comment on this document. The comment period originally closed on September 21,
2009, however, NRC extended the comment period to October 24, 2009 (E9-19848), as
requested by NEI. NRC conducted this meeting before the comment period closed to clarify
questions from the industry and to obtain feedback from the industry and the public.

Discussion

After the opening remarks from Michael Tschiltz, NRC, and Janet Schlueter, NEI, NRC staff
discussed the general changes and improvements to the SRP. In general, the SRP has been
updated to improve and enhance the guidance by providing increased clarity and definition in
specific areas of the licensing program and adding additional guidance in areas where
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information was lacking or not suitably addressed. This effort was focused on improving both
the clarity, and also consistency, of the SRP, with the Agency positions that support compliance
with current regulations.

Once the general changes were discussed, the reviewers that updated the SRP explained the
changes to the document and their motivation to change it. A summary of all the changes to
NUREG-1520 are provided in Enclosure 2, Meeting Handouts, and in Enclosure 3, Meeting
Slides.

The public had the opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback to the staff during the
presentation. The public suggested several changes to improve the clarity of the document. It
was suggested that operating limits and safety limits definitions should be provided in the SRP
to avoid confusion with those limits. This description was suggested for Chapter 5, “Criticality;”
however, those limit descriptions might be appropriate for other chapters, such as Chapter 6,
Chemical Safety.

Another person asked the staff to provide additional clarifications about chemical limits to the
workers in Chapter 6. They would like to know if the description should be qualitative as
required in the Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 70 (10 CFR 70), “Domestic
Licensing of Special Nuclear Material,” for the members of the public, or if the description can
be qualitative. Some representatives from the industry believe that the new section, “Code
Deviations” added to Chapter 7, Fire Safety, could result in backfit, and therefore should not be
added to the SRP. Staff will review this section again to determine whether or not the section
should be eliminated. In general the industry would like to have more guidance in terms of level
of detail, programmatic review, and items relied on for safety (IROFS) boundary packages.

After the technical discussions staff discussed the tentative schedule to revise the SRP and the
websites where they can find the necessary information about NUREG-1520 (see Enclosure 3).
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1. Meeting Attendees
2. Meeting Handouts
3. Meeting Slides
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LIST OF ATTENDEES

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE TO DISCUSS REVISION 1 TO NUREG-1520, “STANDARD
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