
From: Thadani, Mohan 
Sent: Tuesday, October 13, 2009 7:19 AM 
To: Harrison, Albon 
Cc: Cranston, Gregory 
Subject: G L 2008-01, "Managing Gas Accumulation in Emergency Core Cooling, 

Decay Heat Removal, , and Containment Spray Systems." 
 
By letters dated October 13, 2008, and January 22, 2009, (Agencywide Documents Access and 
Management System (ADAMS) Accession Nos. ML082960430 and ML090330142 
respectively), STP Nuclear Operating Company, the licensee for the South Texas Project (STP), 
Units 1 and 2, provided Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) responses to Generic Letter 
(GL) 2008-01, "Managing Gas Accumulation in Emergency Core Cooling, Decay Heat 
 Removal, and Containment Spray Systems."   
 
The NRC staff has reviewed the licensee's responses, and concluded that additional information 
is needed to conclude that the licensee has acceptably demonstrated that the subject systems are 
in compliance with the current licensing and design bases and applicable regulatory 
requirements, and that suitable design, operational, and testing control measures are in place for 
maintaining this compliance” as required in GL 2008-01.  The NRC staff's request for additional 
information (RAI) is outlined below. 
 
Please provide your response to this RAI  in 45 calendar days from the date of this email. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Mohan C Thadani 
Senior Project Manager 
Plant Licensing Branch IV  
Division of Operating Reactor Licensing 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation  
(301) 415-1476      Mohan.Thadani@nrc.gov  
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
_________________ 

 
REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (RAI) 

 
1.         “STP will evaluate the resolution of TS issues with respect to the changes contained in 

the Technical Specifications Task Force traveler to determine applicability and further 
assess any changes to the TS and TS Bases” (Reference 4).  Clarify the schedule for 
evaluating the TSTF traveler, and submitting a license amendment, if it is necessary to 
submit a license amendment as a result of the evaluation of the TSTF traveler. 

 
2.         In Reference 4 the licensee states that if “voids are found during periodic venting, the 

procedure requires that the Shift Supervisor be notified and a condition report would be 



written in accordance with the Corrective Action program.”  Clarify how the condition is 
determined, including any criteria used.  Discuss follow-up actions, such as quantifying 
the size of the void, and trending the volume of the void. 

 
3.         Clarify the meaning of ‘accessible’ and ‘normally inaccessible’ as used in references 4 

and 5.  Include discussion of piping within containment; piping that requires scaffolding 
to reach; and piping in posted radiation areas. 

 
4.         “Water level setpoints along with system design features are designed to prevent vortex 

effects that otherwise could potentially ingest gas into the GL systems during design 
basis events” (Reference 4).  Since flow rates under realistic accident conditions (non-
degraded pumps, three trains running) may significantly exceed the design basis accident 
flow rates, clarify how the stated conclusions are applicable to actual expected accident 
conditions in all modes of operation. 

 
5.         The licensee states in Reference 4 that “time delays estimated for delivery of flow for the 

various ECCS functions are based on pump start times and valve opening times.  No 
additional allowance for the effects of gas accumulation is included in the calculations.”  
Justify that the use of conservative delays due to pump start and valve actuation is 
enough to bound the effect of gas accumulation in the subject systems. 

 
6.         Training was not identified in the GL (Reference 3) but is considered to be a necessary 
part of applying procedures and other activities when addressing the issues identified in the GL 
as the licensee has recognized.  Provide a brief description of training 
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