G. Paul Bollwerk, Ill, Chair
Administrative Judge

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

October 9, 2009

Dr. James F. Jackson

Administrative Judge

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Nicholas G. Trikouros

Administrative Judge

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

In the Matter of
SOUTHERN NUCLEAR OPERATING CO.
(Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, Units 3 and 4)
Docket Nos. 52-025-COL and 52-026-COL

Dear Administrative Judges:

By letter dated September 18, 2009, the NRC staff informed the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Board (“Board”) and parties that, by October 9, it would provide its projected
environmental review schedule or a status report on when that schedule would be available. On
September 29-30, the staff conducted its site audit of the COL applicant’s process for preparing
its environmental report, including its process for identifying “new and significant information”
required to be considered in the COL environmental review. Additionally, on October 2, 2009,
the COL applicant submitted a request for a limited work authorization (LWA) as part of its COL
application. This LWA application requests approval of certain construction activities that were
not requested as part of the LWA that was issued with the Vogtle early site permit (ESP)

application.



Judge Bollwerk -2- October 9, 2009
Judge Trikouros
Judge Jackson

At this time, the staff is conducting its acceptance review of the LWA request’ and is also
considering the results of the recent site audit in order to better inform the development of the
environmental review schedule - in particular, the appropriate target date for publication of the
draft supplement to the ESP final environmental impact statement. Accordingly, the staff will
issue the schedule or provide a further status report by December 1, 2009. When the schedule

is issued, the staff will promptly inform the Licensing Board and parties.

Respectfully submitted,

Isigned (electronically) by/
Ann P. Hodgdon
Counsel for the NRC Staff
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop O-15 D21
Washington, DC 20555-0001
(301) 415-1587
Ann.Hodgdon@nrc.gov

Dated at Rockville, Maryland
This 9" day of October, 2009

! If the staff determines that the applicant'’s LWA request is sufficiently complete to be docketed, a
supplemental notice of hearing related to the LWA request will be published in the Federal Register. If
the LWA request is docketed, the staff will also consider whether changes to the safety review schedule
are necessary and, if so, will inform the Licensing Board and parties.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| hereby certify that copies of the NRC Staff letter dated October 9, 2009, have been served
upon the following persons by Electronic Information Exchange this 9" day of October, 2009:

Administrative Judge

G. Paul Bollwerk, llI, Chair

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
Mail Stop: T-3F23

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

E-mail: Paul.Bollwerk@nrc.gov

Administrative Judge

James F. Jackson

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
Mail Stop: T-3F23

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

E-mail: James.Jackson@nrc.gov

Administrative Judge

Nicholas G. Trikouros

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
Mail Stop: T-3F23

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

E-mail: Nicholas.Trikouros@nrc.gov

Office of Commission Appellate
Adjudication

Mail Stop O-16C1

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, DC 20555-0001

E-mail:OCAAmail@nrc.gov

Office of the Secretary

ATTN: Docketing and Service

Mail Stop: O-16C1

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

E-mail: HEARINGDOCKET@nrc.gov

Lawrence D. Sanders, Esq.

Mindy Goldstein, Esq.

Turner Environmental Law Clinic
Emory University School of Law

1301 Clifton Road

Atlanta, GA 30322

E-mail: lawrence.sanders@emory.edu
Mindy.goldstein@emory.edu



Kathryn M. Sutton, Esq. Peter D. LeJeune, Esq.
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP M. Stanford Blanton, Esq.
1111 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W. Balch & Bingham LLP
Washington, DC 20004 1710 6th Avenue North
E-mail: ksutton@morganlewis.com Birmingham, AL 35203

E-mail: plejeune@balch.com
sblanton@balch.com

ISigned (electronically) by/

Ann P. Hodgdon

Counsel for the NRC Staff

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop O-15 D21

Washington, DC 20555-0001

(301) 415-1587
Ann.Hodgdon@nrc.gov
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