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October 6, 2009

ATTN: Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

BELL BEND NUCLEAR POWER PLANT
RESPONSE TO RAI SET 39 QUESTION 14.02-12 AND
REQUEST FOR EXTENSION FOR QUESTION 14.02-11
BNP-2009-253 Docket No. 52-039

References: 1) M. Canova (NRC) to R. Sgarro (PPL Bell Bend, LLC), Bell Bend COLA -
Request for Information No. 39 (RAI No. 39) - CQVP - 2808, email dated
August 28, 2009

The purpose of this letter is to respond to the request for additional information (RAI) identified
in the referenced NRC correspondence to PPL Bell Bend, LLC. This RAI addresses the Initial
Test Program, as discussed in Section 14.2 of the Final Safety Analysis Report (FSAR), as
submitted in Part 2 of the Bell Bend Nuclear Power Plant Combined License Application
(COLA).

The enclosure provides our response to RAI No. 39, Question 14.02-12, which includes revised
COLA content. A Licensing Basis Document Change Request has been initiated to incorporate
this change in a future revision of the COLA. This future revision of the COLA is the only new
regulatory commitment.

A response to Question 14.02-11, relating to criteria for the selection of plant features to be
tested during conduct of the initial test program, was requested to be provided within 30 days.
The engineering resources required to provide response to Question 14.02-11 have not been
available during this time period due to other constraints. Therefore, PPL requests additional
time to prepare the information supporting the response to this question. The response will be
provided by November 9, 2009.

Should you have questions or need additional information, please contact the undersigned at
570.802.8102.
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I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 6, 2009

Respectfully,

Rocco R. Sgao

RRS/kw

Enclosure: As stated
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cc: (w/o Enclosures)

Mr. Samuel J. Collins
Regional Administrator
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region I
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406-1415

Mr. Michael Canova
Project Manager
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11545 Rockville Pike, Mail Stop T6-E55M
Rockville, MD 20852

Mr. Joseph Colaccino
Branch Chief
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852
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Enclosure 1

Response to NRC Request for Additional Information RAI No. 39, Question 14.02-12
Bell Bend Nuclear Power Plant



Question 14.02-12

The COL Item in Section 14.2.4 of the US EPR FSAR states that it is the responsibility of the
COL applicant to plan, and subsequently, to conduct the plant startup test program. The initial
test program is conducted by the startup test group and is controlled by administrative
procedures and requirements. The applicant's FSAR addresses this COL Item by stating that
the initial test program will be planned and conducted by the startup test group and will be
controlled by administrative procedures and requirements. The NRC staff requests that the
applicant, in sections 14.2.3 and 14.2.4 of its FSAR provide descriptions of initial test program
administrative procedures and processes, including those governing the distribution and control
of procedures, with emphasis on version control. The staff also requests the applicant to provide
further details on the processes related to test corrections, test interruptions, procedure
modifications, and procedure revisions.

Response

Bell Bend Nuclear Power Plant, FSAR Chapter 13 contains the following information with
respect to control of procedures. Specifically Section 13.5.1.1 describes that "Procedures shall
be reviewed, approved, and controlled according the requirements of the PPL Bell Bend, LLC
QAPD." Section 13.5.1.1.7 provides additional detail regarding the use Temporary Procedures
which might be used to provide guidance for testing and/or unusual situations not within the
scope of normal procedures. Section 13.5.2.1.5 describes the use of Operating Procedures
Program used to develop the procedures used to control plant operations. This information is
generically applicable to the use and control of procedures at BBNPP and as such is directly
applicable to Sections 14.2.3 and 14.2.4.

Additionally, with regard to test interruptions and test corrections, the decision to interrupt the
performance of a test is the responsibility of the Startup/Preoperational Test Engineer/Senior
Operator. In casesof personnel or equipment safety issues, any of the personnel involved with
the test can interrupt a test in progress. When a test has been interrupted, the
Startup/Preoperational Test Engineer and Senior Operator will determine if the test can be
safely resumed at the point it was interrupted or whether the test must be restarted at the
beginning of the test.

COLA Impact

The following text will be added to FSAR Section 14.2.3.1, Test Procedure Preparation and
Execution, in a future COLA revision:

The control of procedures as it relates to distribution, version control, modifications, and
revisions meets the administrative control requirements as described in Section 13.5.

FSAR Section 14.2.3.5, Procedure Adherence Policy, will be changed as shown below, in a
future COLA revision:

The startup organization shall employ a verbatim procedure adherence program and
document violations to the program in the Corrective Action Program. When a
procedural step is discovered that cannot be performed as written the plant shall be
placed in a safe condition in accordance with the restoration guidance in the procedure
or as determined by the fSenior Operatorl and all related testing activities placed on hold
by the {Startup/Preoperational Test Engineer} until the procedure is revised.



The decision to interrupt the performance of a test is the responsibility of the
fStartup/Preoperational Test Engineer / Senior Operator} but in cases of personnel or
equipment safety issues, any of the personnel involved with the test can interrupt a test
in progress. When a test has been interrupted, the fStartup/Preoperational Test
Engineer and Senior Operatorl will determine if the test can be safely resumed at the
point it was interrupted or whether the test must be restarted at the beginning of the test.


