October 5, 2009

MEMORANDUM TO: Charles E. Ader, Director
Division of Safety Systems and Risk Assessment
Office of New Reactors

FROM: Donald A. Dube, Senior Technical Advisor /IRA/
Division of Safety Systems and Risk Assessment
Office of New Reactors

SUBJECT: PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY REGARDING RISK-INFORMED
APPLICATIONS AND REACTOR OVERSIGHT FOR NEW
REACTORS HELD ON SEPTEMBER 29, 2009

On September 29, 2009, a public meeting was held at the One White Flint North Building, Room
6B4, to discuss the issues, and obtain stakeholder feedback, regarding the implementation of
risk-informed applications and reactor oversight for new reactors. The agenda is provided as
Enclosure 1, and a list of attendees is provided as Enclosure 2. Presentation hand-outs
prepared by the staff can be found in the Agency wide Document Access and Management
System (ADAMS) as Accession No. ML092740673.

The meeting was the second in a series of discussions between stakeholders and the staff on
the subject matter. The staff summarized previous discussions with stakeholders and the
Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards that focused on options for risk-informed changes
to the licensing basis, with reference to Regulatory Guide 1.174 for operating reactors. As
noted in the presentation, the staff is currently reviewing one application for risk-managed
technical specifications initiatives 4b and 5b (concerning completion times and surveillance
frequency control program, respectively) as part of the US-APWR design certification and the
Comanche Peak combined license application. Additional risk-informed applications for new
reactors such as inservice inspection of piping are also under consideration by the industry.

The primary focus of the September 29, 2009 meeting was to introduce additional
considerations related to the reactor oversight process for new reactors and the possible high-
level options going forward. This subject matter was presented by the Division of Inspection
and Regional Support in the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation. Staff identified the major
advantages and disadvantages of the two options presented. Stakeholders provided their views
of the advantages and disadvantages, as well as additional considerations.

Staff will consider the feedback received from stakeholders and refine the scope and substance
of the options accordingly. Staff will also consider modifying the tabulation of advantages and
disadvantages for each option as described during the staff presentation.
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The schedule for moving forward with this effort was outlined, with at least one more
presentation to the ACRS anticipated in late 2009 or early 2010. A Commission paper is
expected in early 2010. The staff will continue to engage stakeholders throughout the process
to the extent practicable.

Enclosures:
As stated
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