
Staff Responses to Public Comments on DC/COL-ISG-06 “Office of New Reactors 
Interim Staff Guidance on Evaluation and Acceptance Criteria for 10 CFR 20.1406  

to Support Design Certification and Combined License Applications” 
 

 
I. Introduction 
 
This Interim Staff Guidance (ISG) was issued for comments under Agencywide Documents 
Access and Management System (ADAMS) Accession Number ML081850160 on July 31, 2008 
Federal Register Vol. 73, No. 152 Page 45793.  There were no comments received on the initial 
ISG.  At a March 12, 2009 public meeting with the Nuclear Energy Institute (NEI) to discuss 
Health Physics Issues for New Reactors (ADAMS Accession Number ML0908900930), the staff 
made available copies of Draft Revision 7 of “Interim Staff Guidance for Evaluation and 
Acceptance Criteria for 10 CFR 20.1406 to Support Design Certification and Combined License 
Applications” (ADAMS Accession Number ML090640183).    
 
One commenter, Mitsubishi Energy Systems/Talisman International, submitted comments on 
Draft Revision 7, (ML090990781).  This document responds to those comments. 
 
II. Comments and NRC Staff Response 
 
Comment:  The last sentence of page 2, paragraph 3, should be modified by deleting “have 
been applied to,” and substituting “are addressed.”  The staff-proposed language could be 
incorrectly interpreted to require applicants [for new reactor designs] to demonstrate that their 
systems have been designed to minimize contamination and radioactive waste to the extent 
practicable. (Mitsubishi comment, page 1). 
 
NRC Response:  The NRC staff disagrees with the comment.  The commenter appears to have 
an erroneous understanding of the requirements of Section 20.1406.  It is the NRC staff's 
position, based upon the statement of considerations for the final rule, 62 FR 39058, at 39082 
(July 21, 1997), that this regulation requires new facilities (including reactors) designed after 
1997 (the effective date of the final rule adopting Section 20.1406) to be designed to minimize 
radioactive contamination and radioactive waste generation.  Accordingly, the commenter's 
proposed change to the language of the ISG was not adopted.   
 
Comment:  On page 3, Acceptance Criteria, Bullet 5 should be modified by deleting “to” and 
substituting “that.” (Mitsubushi comment, pages 1-2). 
 
NRC Response:  The NRC staff agrees with the comment.  The proposed change is editorial 
with no substantive impact. 
 
Comment:  The last sentence on page 2, paragraph 5 should be modified by adding a reference 
to Regulatory Guide (RG) 4.21. (Mitsubishi comment, page 2). 
 
NRC Response:  The NRC staff agrees with the comment.  The reference to RG 4.21, which 
provides NRC staff guidance on compliance with § 20.1406, is an aide to the reader. 
 
Comment:  In Attachment A, the 1st paragraph on page 3 should be modified by deleting, “This 
list is provided as examples and is not intended to be used as all inclusive” and substituting, 
“This list is not intended to be complete and comprehensive, nor is it intended to be a checklist 
of minimally acceptable facility design features.” (Mitsubishi comment, page 2)  
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NRC response:  The NRC staff agrees with the comment.  This is an editorial change for 
clarification, with no substantive impact. 
 
Comment:  Table 1 of Attachment A to the ISG, which provides SSCs of concern as well as 
occurrences which T07A04 are of concern to the NRC, should be modified to include a 
reference to each occurrence. (Mitsubishi comment, page 2). 
 
NRC response:  The NRC staff disagrees with the comment.  The information provided are 
intended to only be examples of the types of systems and conditions that may result in 
contamination events.  The incremental benefit derived from including the specific event 
information is negligible, and may instead; result in an undue focus on the specifics of a 
particular occurrence, rather than the generic implications.  Accordingly, the commenter's 
proposed change to the language of the ISG was not adopted.   
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