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From: Lemont, Stephen
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2009 8:59 AM
To: Kirk LaGory; Kamboj, Sunita
Cc: John Hayse
Subject: Fermi 1 Decommissioning - Termination Plan 062609 

See article below that discusses the Fermi 1 termination plan.  Might be useful for the Fermi 3 EIS.  If you can't 
access the plan in ADAMS, please let me know. 
 

Staff To Hold Meeting on Fermi 1 License 
Termination  



2

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission staff will hold a public meeting next Tuesday, June 30, to discuss the proposed 

license termination plan for the Enrico Fermi Atomic Power Plant Unit 1.  

The meeting will be held in Monroe, Michigan, near the plant site in Newport, Michigan, on the shore of Lake Erie, 

about 25 miles northeast of Toledo, Ohio. 

DTE Energy, the licensee, submitted its proposed license termination plan and an application for a license amendment 

in March. The proposed plan seeks to demonstrate compliance with NRC criteria for unrestricted release of the 

property, although the facility will remain DTE property. No Fermi 1 spent nuclear fuel remains on the site.  

Fermi Unit 1 was a sodium-cooled fast-breeder reactor that operated from 1963 until it was permanently shut down in 

1972. Much of the decommissioning for Fermi Unit 1 was completed in 1975. Fermi Unit 2, a boiling-water reactor, is 

still in operation at the same site.  

At the June 30 meeting, members of the NRC staff will discuss the proposed license termination plan and NRC’s 

technical review of the plan. The plan is available in ADAMS [ML090970803].  

The former Atomic Energy Commission, NRC’s regulatory predecessor, granted the Fermi Unit 1 Operating License in 

1963. Power testing above one megawatt thermal began in December 1965. However, in October 1966, two fuel 

subassemblies sustained significant damage as a result of blocked coolant flow. No abnormal releases to the 

environment occurred, and Fermi Unit 1 was restarted approximately four years later.  

The facility was permanently shut down in November 1972, and the fuel and blanket subassemblies were shipped off 

site in 1973. A possession-only license was issued in January 1976. Since that time, the site has been in safe storage 

pending final decommissioning. The facility license remains in effect until the NRC notifies the licensee that the license 

has been terminated.  

 
 

Stephen Lemont, Ph.D. 
Environmental Project Manager 
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Office of New Reactors 
Mail Stop:  T-7E30 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
Telephone:  301-415-5163 
Fax:  301-415-6350 
Email:  Stephen.Lemont@nrc.gov 
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