
 
 

October 16, 2009 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Joe Barton 
Ranking Member, Committee on Energy 
   and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
Dear Congressman Barton: 
 
 On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am pleased to provide 
the NRC's responses to the questions that you asked in your September 17, 2009, letter 
regarding the current status of the processing of combined license applications (COL) for new 
nuclear plant applications. 
 
 The NRC establishes and publishes review schedules for each COL application.  The 
goal of the NRC's review of COL applications is to ensure that the design and planned 
operations will meet NRC requirements for safety and security of the public and environment.  
Thusly, the satisfactory resolution of safety and security issues will ultimately determine the 
length of a review.  
 
 Please contact me for any additional information you may need.   
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
      /RA/ 
 
      Gregory B. Jaczko 
 
Enclosure:  Response to Questions 



Identical letter sent to: 
 
The Honorable Joe Barton 
Ranking Member, Committee on Energy 
   and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
The Honorable Greg Walden 
Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Oversight 
   and Investigations 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
The Honorable Henry A. Waxman 
Chairman, Committee on Energy  
   and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
 
The Honorable Bart T. Stupak 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Oversight  
   and Investigations 
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C.  20515 
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